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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
MONISM AND PLURALISM - 15867

Last update 05-09-2016

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: philosophy

Academic year: 0

Semester: 2nd Semester

Teaching Languages: English

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Dr. Aaron Segal

Coordinator Email: aaron.segal@gmail.com

Coordinator Office Hours: Thursday 10:30-12:15

Teaching Staff:
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Dr. Aaron Segal

Course/Module description:

Monism and pluralism are competing views about how unified the cosmos is.
According to monism, the existence of many beings is at most a derivative fact,
deriving from the existence and nature of a single fundamental being; and perhaps
it is not a fact at all, but an illusion. According to pluralism, on the other hand, at
the very least there are many fundamental beings; and perhaps the cosmos is so
disjointed that the many fundamental beings bear no substantive relation to one
another.

The two positions have widely divergent implications for other philosophical
questions, and the divide between monism and pluralism is perhaps one of the
deepest and most significant metaphysical divides. (William James once called it
"the most central of all philosophic problems, central because so pregnant.")
Presumably this partly explains the recurrence of the monism/pluralism debate at
various points in the history of philosophy. And while the birth of analytic philosophy
led to an almost total neglect of the issue for most of the twentieth century, the
past few years have witnessed a resurgence of interest. In this course we will
explore the debate through both historical works and contemporary readings.

Among other things we will investigate whether the “moderate” versions of monism
and pluralism are coherent and whether it's possible to rationally believe the
“radical" versions.

Course/Module aims:
To make progress on the monism/pluralism debate

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
See above

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture and discussion

Course/Module Content:
1) Introduction
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2) Moderate Pluralism
3) Radical Pluralism
4) Moderate Monism
5) Radical Monism

Required Reading:
Articles and book excerpts by:

William James, Josiah Royce, David Lewis, Jonathan Schaffer, Ted Sider, Terry
Horgan, John Hawthorne, the course instructor, and others

Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 100 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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