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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERLISALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

Principles of Haredism: Text Reading in "Hazon Ish on
Faith and Trust" - 14984

Last update 17-09-2024

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: Jewish Thought

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Prof. Benjamin Brown

Coordinator Email: benjamin.brown@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: By Appointment
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Teaching Staff:
Prof. Benjamin Brown

Course/Module description:

Rabbi Avraham Yeshayahu Karelitz, known as the Hazon Ish (1878-1953), was the
"great leader" of the Haredi Jewish community at the beginning of the State of Israel
and one of its key shapers. Over time, he became one of the symbols of its
ideology. His small and unfinished book, Emunah Uvitahon ("On Faith and Trust"),
provides a concise and sharp formulation of several core principles of Haredi
Judaism, particularly Lithuanian Haredi thought. It addresses issues of faith, trust in
God versus endeavour, Halakhah versus ethics, the decline of generations, and
more.

Course/Module aims:

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

At the end of the course, the students will be able to understand the ideology of
the Hazon Ish and its role in shaping Israeli Haredi society.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Text analysis and discussion

Course/Module Content:

1. The Hazon Ish and His Background; Definition of Faith; The Teleological Proof;
God as a Concept (Chapter 1, Sections 1-9)

2. The Human Psyche; Intellect and Imagination (Chapter 1, Sections 10-14)

3. The Musar Movement- Principles and Variants

4. Trust in God and Human Endeavour (Chapter 2)

5. Methods for Refining Character Traits: Meticulous Halakhic Observance and Torah
Study (Chapter 3, Sections 1-13)

6. Halakhah and Musar (Chapter 3, Sections 14-21)

7. ‘The Most Desired Personality’: The Ideal of the Torah; The Nature of a Sage
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(Chapter 3, Sections 21-25)

8. The Development of a Sage; The Role of the Yeshiva; Faith in the Sages (Chapter
3, Sections 26-30)

9. Meticulous Halakhic Observance as a Means to Refine Character Traits (Chapter
4, Sections 1-11)

10. The Source of Corrupted Character Traits; Torah Study as a Means to Refine
Character Traits (Chapter 4, Sections 12-19)

11. Intellect and Imagination; The Decline of Generations (Chapter 5)

12. Prophecy and Wisdom (Chapter 6)

13. Perspective
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Grading Scheme:
Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 100 %

Additional information:
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