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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

Ben Ish Hai: Halakhah Kabbalah and the Challenges of
Modernity - 14839

Last update 16-08-2018

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: Jewish Thought

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Benjamin Brown

Coordinator Email: benjamin.brown@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: By appointment
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Teaching Staff:
Prof Benjamin Brown

Course/Module description:

Rabbi Yosef Hayim (1834-1909) of Baghdad, one of the most influential halakhic
authorities in the nineteenth century, advanced the trend of integrating Halakhah
with Kabbalah. The course will analyze his works and his path in coping with the
emerging challenges of modernity.

Course/Module aims:

We will study the halakhic and kabbalistic teachings of Rabbi Yosef Hayim, analyze
the tension between Halakhah and Kabbalah in his writings against the background
of the internal halakhic debate over it, and will examine a case of Sephardi rabbinic
coping with modernity.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Analyze typical problems of modern Halakhah,; understand typical and unique
aspects in the Sephardi rabbinic coping with modernity

Attendance requirements(%):
0

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture and text reading

Course/Module Content:

1. Rabbi Yosef Hayim, his time and his environment
Halakhah and Kabbalah: Major models and the path of Rabbi Yosef Hayim
Halakhah and Kabbalah: select readings in Ben Ish Hai
Halakhah and Kabbalah: Rabbi Ovadiah Yosef's critique of Rabbi Yosef Hayim
Halakhah and folk magic
Halakhah and Modernity: The status of the non-observant Jews
. Halakhah, knowledge and modernity: Torah learning, Kabbalah learning and
secular studies
8. Rabbi Yosef Hayim's path in the interpretation and presentation of the Kabbalah
9. Halakhah and Custom: Select rulings of Rabbi Yosef Hayim
10. Tradition, custom and modernity: The image and status of Jewish woman
11. Kabbalah and modernity: The shaving of the beard (with comparisons to other
authorities)
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12. Tradition and proto-nationalism: Jews and Gentiles, exile and redemption
13. Tradition, modernity and rabbinic authority: The Obermeyer affair; perspective
on Rabbi Yosef Hayim
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Customs and Rituals, Brighton 2016, pp. 162-210; Moshe Idel, ‘Jewish Magic from
the Renaissance period to Early Hasidism', Religion, Science, and Magic (1989), pp.
82-117.
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Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 100 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:

XN 121371 070 NPT

NI2N2 X7 - DX X7¥ X112 NTIAY) NXIAN OV OXIN' QXYY ,NIYn 9102 N'1P12'20 NTIAY
.1.9.2019 :nean7 jnnx vin .(72;7nn

page5/5


http://www.tcpdf.org

