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Course/Module description:

In this course we will become acquainted with the most radical stream of the
Musar Movement, Novardok. Through the reading of select chapters in Madregat
Haadam (Man's Moral Stature) by Rabbi Yosef Yozl Horovitz, the Alter of Novardok,
we will learn his pessimistic concept of Man and his far-reaching ethical demands.

Course/Module aims:
Acquaintance with the main ideas of the Alter of Novardok, often in comparison to
tother thinkers from the Musar Movement and beyond.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

On successful completion of this module, students should be able to read texts
from Madregat Haadam, analyze them and compare them to the other Jewish
thinkers.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Introduction, text reading and
discussion

Course/Module Content:
1. The Musar Movement, the Alter of Novardok, the Novardok Stream and
Madregat Haadam
2. "On the periods of Man": Man and history
3. "Moral Improvement": Extremism as ideal and the breaking of the character
4. "Moral self-scrutiny": Heteronomy
5. "The paths of repentance": Rapid and radical change
6. "Paths of trust in God": The negation of human endeavour
7
8
9
1

. "The point of truth": The purpose of life and the motivation for change

. "The paths of life": The negation of mundane life; turning the blame to oneself
. "The pursuit of perfection": Man and society

0. "Truthful account": The theory of biases.
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11. "Fear and Love of God": The progress of moral improvement
12. "Choose life!": human suffering and the divine Providence
13. "Caring for the multitudes": Musar propaganda; summary and perspective

Required Reading:
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Course/Module evaluation:
End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %
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Participation in Tutorials 0 %
Project work 100 %
Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %
Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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