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Course/Module description:

Reincarnation and Transmigration of Souls - East and West
The course will deal with believes and myths on reincarnation in the history of
Jewish thought, from early medieval ages to the Renaissance. In the course we will
discuss main trends and schools, the emergence of which has formed different
versions to reincarnation, metempsychosis and transmigration of souls in Jewish
literature. The major part of the course will be devoted to kabbalistic works, and will
include comparative study. This seminar is part of the M.A. program in the study of
Sephardic and Mizrahi Jewry.

Course/Module aims:

This course aims to introduce its students to the main schools in medieval
Kabbalah; to improve reading and analytical skills of medieval texts, particularly of
primary sources which contain esoteric discourse and require hermeneutical
methods; and to discuss various theoretical approaches to textual and historical
studies of literary and spiritual trends.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

On successful completion of this course, students should be able to demonstrate
orientation in the studied corpus.

Students should be able to demonstrate skills of reading and discussing textual
sources, and of understanding their contents, and context, and to identify textual
types and genres.

The students will be able to demonstrate an introductory understanding of main
issues and debates arising in scholarship.

The students will be able to demonstrate skills in writing, critical thinking,
argument, reflection, and explanation.

Attendance requirements(%):
100%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture, Reading and Discussion
in Class
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Course/Module Content:
Course content and full syllabus will be provided at the beginning of the course.
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Kabbalistic Fellowship, Stanford 2003
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Kabbalah, Los Angeles 2005
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Kabbalah, Leiden 2009
Ripsman Eylon, Dina. Reincarnation in Jewish Mysticism and Gnosticism, New York
2003.
Scholem, Gershom. On the Mystical Shape of the Godhead, New York 1991, pp.
197-250
Verman, Mark. Reincarnation (gilgul) and Sephardic Societies, International
Sephardic Journal 2,1 (2005), pp. 158-176
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Additional Reading Material:
Additional reading material will be provided at the beginning of the course

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 100 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %
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Additional information:
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