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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
Jewish Political Theology - 14749

Last update 18-09-2022

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: Jewish Thought

Academic year: 0

Semester: 2nd Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Prof. Benjamin Brown

Coordinator Email: benjamin.brown@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: By appointment

Teaching Staff:
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Prof Benjamin Brown

Course/Module description:

Political theology is the religious thought on the fundamental questions of political
philosophy. We will analyze the various uses of the term, past and present, and will
examine the Jewish contribution to the theologico-political discourse in the modern
era.

Course/Module aims:
Acquiring knowledge and research tools in the field of political theology, in
particular in Jewish thought of the modern era.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Students will be able to understand the different senses of the term 'political
theology', discuss developments in the field, analyze various types of political
religious thought, read texts dealing with political religious issues, and pose Jewish
works of political theology within broader contexts.

Attendance requirements(%):
0%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lectures and text reading

Course/Module Content:
1. What is political theology? The ordinary definition and that of Schmitt
Toward Modernity (1): Spinoza
Toward Modernity: Mendelssohn
The Kingdom of Heaven: Martin Buber
The Torah State: Isaac Breuer
Halakhic Democracy: Rabbi Chain Hirschensohn
Leo Strauss
Daat Torah (1): Hafetz Hayim and Rabbi ElIhonnon Wasserman
. Daat Torah (2): Rabbi E.E. Dessler, Hazon Ish and the Brisker Rov
10. Haredi Critique of Democracy
11. From "Torah State" to separation of religion and state: Yeshayahu Leibowitz
12. "Law of the Kingdom" vs. the anti-state approach: Rabbi Shimon Federbush and
Jakob Rosenheim
13. Perspective
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Required Reading:
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Peter Scott, “Introduction,” in The Blackwell Companion to Political Theology (ed. W.
T. Cavanaugh and P. Scott; Walden, Mass.: Blackwell, 2007), pp. 2-3; 'Jewish
Political Theology: The Doctrine of Da'at Torah as a Case Study', Harvard
Theological Review 107:3 (July 2014), pp. 266-272.
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Tradition in the Thought of R. Shimon Federbush,” JPSR 10 (1998) 67-86,; Gershon
Greenberg, “Sovereignty as Catastrophe: Jakob Rosenheim’s Hurban
Weltanschauung,” Holocaust and Genocide Studies 8 (1994) 202-24.
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Grading Scheme:

Additional information:
Final work topic is subject to lecturer's approval.
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