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The course will deal with the descriptions of the mystical experience and of the
structure of the divine world through erotic symbolism in medieval Kabbalah against
the background of philosophical concepts of eros drawing on which they developed.

Course/Module aims:

The course aims at introducing the students to the variety of ontological and
epistemological concepts of eros in ancient Greek philosophy, their adaptation by
medieval Arabic and Jewish philosophy and their transposition into a mystical key
by medieval Kabbalists.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

On successful completion of this course students should be able to identify links
between ancient Greek, medieval Arabic and Jewish philosophical sources and
medieval Kabbalah, based on profound acquaintance with relevant concepts and
terminology.

Attendance requirements(%):
90

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture, Reading and Discussion
in Class

Course/Module Content:

Concepts of Eros in Ancient Greek Philosophy
Ontological and Epistemological Concepts of Love in Arabic Philosophy
Ontological and Epistemological Concepts of Love in Medieval Jewish Philosophy
Notions of Love in Medieval Kabbalah

Required Reading:
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Dimitri Gutas, [JPlato[]s Symposium in the Arabic Tradition,[] Oriens 31 (1988), pp.
36-60.

Steven Harvey, [IThe Meaning of the Terms Designating Love[] in Judaeo-Arabic
Studies: Proceedings of the Founding Conference of the Society for Judaeo-Arabic
Studies[], ed. Norman Golb, Amsterdam 1997, pp. 175-196.

Diana Lobel, A Sufi-Jewish Dialogue, Philosophy and Mysticism in Baa, ¥ya ibn
Pakuda[ls Duties of the Heart, Philadelphia 2007, pp. 219-242.

Moshe Idel, [JJewish Kabbalah and Platonism in the Middle Ages and Renaissance[] in
Neoplatonism in Jewish Thought, ed. L. Goodman, Albany 1992, pp. 319-351.

Elliot Wolfson, [IMystical Rationalization of the Commandments in Sefer ha-
Rimmon,[] Hebrew Union College Annual 59 (1988), pp. 217-251.

Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 90 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 10 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %
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Additional information:
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