t
DI T MDD A

THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
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Syllabus

Not Only Fanatics: Leaders and Ideas in Hungaria -
14375

Last update 20-04-2015

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: Jewish Thought

Academic year: 1

Semester: 2nd Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Benjamin Brown

Coordinator Email: benjamin.brown@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: By appointment

page 1/5


mailto:benjamin.brown@mail.huji.ac.il

Teaching Staff:
Prof Benjamin Brown

Course/Module description:

Hungarian Hasidism is known mainly for its religious zealotry, but it also had some
different persons and ideas. The course will examine the ideas of Hasidic leaders
who lived and acted in Hungary and Transylvania.

Course/Module aims:

To become acquainted with the main personalities, ideas and streams of Hasidism
of Hungary and Transylvania in the 19th and 20th centuries, while examining both
the radical anti-modernist trends that it developed and the early-hasidic features
that it preserved.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

To know major ideas in Hungarian and Transylvanian Hasidism; to know the major
personalities of Hungarian and Transylvanian Hasidism and the dynasties they
founded; to estimate the changes that hasidic thought underwent during the 19th
and 20th centuries; to analyze the phenomenon of Jewish religious radicalism and
its roots; to read and analyze texts from the later hasidic literature.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: lectures

Course/Module Content:
1. Hungarian Hasidism: Geography and characteristics
2. R. Yitzhak Isaac of Kaliv and the beginnings of Hasidism in Hungary
3. R. Moshe Teitelbaum of Ujhely and the emergence of "rabbinic" Hasidism
4. Conservatism and enthusiasm: R. Tzvi Elimelekh of Dynow.
5. Galician infiltrations: R. Menahem-Mendl of Kossov and the Kossov-Vizhnitz
dynasty
6. The development of religious zealotry: Sziget
7. The two faces of religious radicalism
8. Smaller hasidic groups: Spinka, Nadvorna, Kosson, Desh, Liszka, Papa, Keresztur
9. The offshoots of Dynow: Blozhev, Munkacs
10. R. Hayim Elazar of Munkcas ("The Mihas Elozor") and his struggles

page2/5



11. R. Yoel Teitelbaum and the establishment of the Satmar empire

12. Ultra-Orthodox activism, between conservatism and openness: R. Yekutiel
Yehudah of Sanz-Klausenburg

13. R. Ahrale Roth and the Shomrei Emunim sect.
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Course/Module evaluation:
End of year written/oral examination 100 %
Presentation 0 %
Participation in Tutorials 0 %
Project work 0 %
Assignments 0 %
Reports 0 %
Research project 0 %
Quizzes 0 %
Other 0 %

Additional information:
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