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The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
The Early Kabbalah in Spain - 14305
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HU Credits: 4

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: jewish thought

Academic year: 0

Semester: Yearly

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Dr. Avishai Bar-Asher

Coordinator Email: avishai.bar-asher@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Thursday, 9am-10am

Teaching Staff:
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Dr. Avishai Bar-Asher

Course/Module description:

The course will deal with the history of Early Kabbalah in the Iberian Peninsula
from the beginning of the 13th century and through its first generations. In the
course we will discuss main characters, trends and schools, the emergence of which
has formed the major kabbalistic centers of Spanish Kabbalah. Specific attention
will be given to different perceptions of esoteric transmissions, as well as to the
origins of the Kabbalah on the boundary between reality, vision and fiction. In the
class we will read a selection of texts written by the first kabbalists, and discuss
their self-perception with regard to the origins of their esoteric traditions.

Course/Module aims:

This course aims to introduce its students to the main schools in early 13th
Kabbalah in the Iberian Peninsula; to improve reading and analytical skills of
medieval texts, particularly of primary sources which contain esoteric discourse and
require hermeneutical methods; and to discuss various theoretical approaches to
textual and historical studies of literary and spiritual trends.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
T.B.C.

Attendance requirements(%):
Subject to Hebrew University's rules

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture, Reading and Discussion
in Class

Course/Module Content:
T.B.C.

Required Reading:

Idel, Moshe. ‘““We Have no Kabbalistic Tradition on This”, in: |. Twersky (ed.), Rabbi
Moses Nahmanides: Explorations in His Religious and Literary Virtuosity, Cambridge
MA, 1983, pp. 51-73

Scholem, Gershom G. Origins of the Kabbalah, Princeton & Philadelphia 1987, pp.
365-475

Verman, Mark. The Books of Contemplation: Medieval Jewish Mystical Sources,
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Albany 1992

Wolfson, Elliot R. Through a Speculum that Shines: Vision and Imagination in
Medieval Jewish Mysticism, Princeton 1994, pp. 270-325

7V N'wXI2 AWV WIS 17 Q0111 (IN7272 DAPYIPAND 70 - TIT (2 WX 'Y . 78T ,0012X

32-1 'ny ,I"awn 07'21x 017 ,N1171121 DIX2/191 0'721;700N

,'71OVY71aX 170 ONTIO "1 andal 2" AXNA 17272 7127201 wO1Q NN D17 .70, [NIX
.289-277 'ny ,(0"nwn) n'Tin' niana 0nznn

N717n0 7v nnian7 onivnwni 2*'0 nXN21 N21707 Ni72j72 12'Vi TIO7 D'wIN9' .awn , 7TN
.44-5 'ny ,(2"vwn) 73 ;14-1 'ny ,(2"vwn) 72 ,nyT,'nNINNSNN7I NYXI2

.580-535 'ny ,(""1wn) 71O,y ,'naniN ninani N>70 ,n72j7 - (AN1 ja nwn '3 .awn , 7T

25 yan,'m-npTn N2WA DYV wIZUn XN 0121191 17270 2iN' .01 D017V |2
605-569 'ny ,(T'vwn)

0'7vi',1 X179 T 2ND N'NI7'2 ANTANA 1NN 781V 1 - n'7'9N0 wis L7012,
1984.

.87-59 'ny ,I"7vn 1'ax-7n ,n72j7n0 NINS02 07NN .0M9X ,1'7012

.37-9 'ny :0 112,69-9 'ny :n 71> - 2"ywn o7, 0-n ,N2Yn TI0ON NN NIT7IN .01, |T
,2001 X"own 0'7win',0"2°20 2 N'TIAN'D N1I0AA 'NI71231 TION 1721 N0 .Awn , 701170
.69-53 'ny

2-N, T'Own-2"own o'7wiy , 7viyy T'n NITnN L, (AN (2 Qv 1327 'anD

.157-86 'ny ,2"own 2:ax-7n ,wITi7 0VO701 "UTNA AT - NI7ynn ["an1n .n2'an , 1’79
D'7vI7', 07217020 YN 1AND2 AHEA ('Y (1101 20 70X 1 vna w7001 0vn .12'an , 7o
.72-1 'ny ,2001 X"own

.T'Vwn 07'22x 017 ,nryTn NNITNNA [V 'and . TTIY ,N119

1"'wn-0"wn D'7wi ,a-X ,7ynvy 70 nuTnn LM ana7 nninan 'wine

.1989 0"nwn o'7wi,jNIN-1IWI7 7' NITANA D710 WY, 'OV 71aX 170 90 [2 DINTIO ')
,(2'700 ' X1 DT XY IXRIAND) AT AN AT NYITNNA ,DNI01 02T 2'wNA 190 ,NeY 1 27V ")
.0"own o'7wine

, Y20 ,'7xj7TN' N2>17 j7NX' 'Y 7w WIS X ([NDN A7V A 70X ' N717 1707 .0w, 017V
.217-188 'ny ,(X"xn) 2
, Y20 ,'izny' 'Y 7w 1mn7n wiatian awn ' . non A7yt A j7nX' ' N'717 1707 .0v1a,017Y
.286-258 'ny (12"xn) 2
NI7aNn 197 N7270 NITZIN7 NINI7N : (N30 27Y' ' 12 j7nX' 31 27y ' NI727 .0vW1a, D17V
.1"9n o'7win 0

.n"wn 21ax 7ni 07w ,(1250-1150) n72;7n0 n'wx .0w,DI7Y

09T1) 162-141 'ny ,(7'¥Nn) 7'7X'2 190,'n72j70 'wNI NIT7ZIN7 TN NTIyn' .0wa,017Y
2aX 7n,7TX AN 17NN NINS0N 0'7vnl )Y ,NN7Y (2 QO VTN , 1717 17NN 21y
.(38-7 'ny ,1998 n"iwn

NN D'7vi', N1 0721700 YN D7XTY 217 DITAND P9 .V, avn

Additional Reading Material:

Abrams, Daniel. ‘Orality in the Kabbalistic School of Nahmanides: Preserving and
Interpreting Esoteric Traditions and Texts,' JSQ, 3 (1996), pp. 85-102
Idel, Moshe. ‘““We Have no Kabbalistic Tradition on This”, in: |. Twersky (ed.), Rabbi
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Moses Nahmanides: Explorations in His Religious and Literary Virtuosity, Cambridge
MA, 1983, pp. 51-73

Safran, Bezalel. ‘Rabbi Azriel and Nahmanides: Two Views of the Fall of Man’, In: .
Twersky (ed.), Rabbi Moses Nahmanides: Explorations in His Religious and Literary
Virtuosity, Cambridge MA, 1983, pp. 75-106

Wolfson, Elliot R. ‘By Way of Truth: Aspects of Nahmanides’ Kabbalistic
Hermeneutic,' AJS Review 14 (1989), pp. 103-178
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Course/Module evaluation:
End of year written/oral examination 85 %
Presentation 0 %
Participation in Tutorials 15 %
Project work 0 %
Assignments 0 %
Reports 0 %
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Research project 0 %
Quizzes 0 %
Other 0 %

Additional information:
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