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Prof. Avishai Bar-Asher

Course/Module description:

The course will deal with the history of Early Kabbalah from the end of the 12th
century and through its first generations. In the course we will discuss main
characters, trends and schools, the emergence of which has formed the major
kabbalistic centers of medieval Kabbalah. Specific attention will be given to
different perceptions of esoteric transmissions, as well as to the origins of the
Kabbalah on the boundary between reality, vision and fiction. In the class we will
read a selection of texts written by the first kabbalists, and discuss their self-
perception with regard to the origins of their esoteric traditions.

Course/Module aims:

This course aims to introduce its students to the main schools in medieval
Kabbalah; to improve reading and analytical skills of medieval texts, particularly of
primary sources which contain esoteric discourse and require hermeneutical
methods; and to discuss various theoretical approaches to textual and historical
studies of literary and spiritual trends.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

On successful completion of this course, students should be able to demonstrate
orientation in the studied corpus.

Students should be able to demonstrate skills of reading and discussing textual
sources, and of understanding their contents, and context, and to identify textual
types and genres.

The students will be able to demonstrate an introductory understanding of main
issues and debates arising in scholarship.

The students will be able to demonstrate skills in writing, critical thinking,
argument, reflection, and explanation.

Attendance requirements(%):
100%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture, Reading and Discussion
in Class
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Course/Module Content:

The study will include reading in medieval Kabbalistic major texts and in texts from
the zoharic literature, analyzing their historical and theosophical background and
compering them to each other.

Required Reading:

Idel, Moshe. ‘“We Have no Kabbalistic Tradition on This”, in: |. Twersky (ed.), Rabbi
Moses Nahmanides: Explorations in His Religious and Literary Virtuosity, Cambridge
MA, 1983, pp. 51-73

Scholem, Gershom G. Origins of the Kabbalah, Princeton & Philadelphia 1987, pp.
365-475

Verman, Mark. The Books of Contemplation: Medieval Jewish Mystical Sources,
Albany 1992

Wolfson, Elliot R. Through a Speculum that Shines: Vision and Imagination in
Medieval Jewish Mysticism, Princeton 1994, pp. 270-325
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Additional Reading Material:

Abrams, Daniel. ‘Orality in the Kabbalistic School of Nahmanides: Preserving and
Interpreting Esoteric Traditions and Texts,' JSQ, 3 (1996), pp. 85-102
Idel, Moshe. ‘““We Have no Kabbalistic Tradition on This”, in: |. Twersky (ed.), Rabbi
Moses Nahmanides: Explorations in His Religious and Literary Virtuosity, Cambridge
MA, 1983, pp. 51-73
Safran, Bezalel. ‘Rabbi Azriel and Nahmanides: Two Views of the Fall of Man’, In: |.
Twersky (ed.), Rabbi Moses Nahmanides: Explorations in His Religious and Literary
Virtuosity, Cambridge MA, 1983, pp. 75-106
Wolfson, Elliot R. ‘By Way of Truth: Aspects of Nahmanides’ Kabbalistic
Hermeneutic,' AJS Review 14 (1989), pp. 103-178
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Grading Scheme:

Additional information:
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