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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

The Philosophical Sources of Modern Jewish Thought -
14117

Last update 18-09-2022

HU Credits: 4

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: Jewish Thought

Academic year: 0

Semester: 2nd Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Benjamin Brown

Coordinator Email: benjamin.brown@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: By appointment
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Teaching Staff:
Prof Benjamin Brown

Course/Module description:
In this course we will analyze selected Western philosophers of the 17th-20th
centuries who impacted Modern Jewish thought.

Course/Module aims:
Basic knowledge of key developments in 17th-20th centuries Western philosophy.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

To encounter major trends in modern Western philosophy (with emphases on
Metaphysics, epistemology and political philosophy); to learn the key concepts of
philosophy in the period; to examine parallel developments in the contemporary
Jewish thought; to develop critical thinking on philosophical and theological
arguments.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lectures

Course/Module Content:
1. "Modern Philosophy" and "Jewish Thought"; Descartes
Locke (1): The beginnings of Empiricism
Leibniz
Hobbes, the social contract and the concept of sovereignty
Locke (2): Religion and political philosophy
Lurianic Kabbalah and its dissemination; "Rationalist Kabbalah"
Sabbateanism; Luzzatto
Spinoza (1): Metaphysics and epistemology
Spinoza (2): Ethics and political philosophy (with background about Hobbes)
10. Spinoza (3) The concepts of religion and Judaism
11. Rousseau; the assault on Christianity - Voltaire and d'Holbach
12. Mendelssohn and the beginning of Jewish Enlightenment
13. Berkeley
14. Hume
15. Kant (1): Metaphysics and epistemology
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16. Kant (2): Ethics and the ideal of enlightenment

17. The French Revolution, its proponents and its critics: Burke, Paine and de
Maistre

18. The beginnings of Hasidism and the response of the Mitnagdim

19. Jewish Reform in Western Europe; the Orthodox response; Haskalah in Eastern
Europe

20. The rise of German idealism; Hegel

21. The beginnings of existentialism: Kierkegaard

22. Historical Materialism: Marx and Engels

23. The linguistic turn: Frege, Russell, Logical Positivism, Wittgenstein,; the
"University" Debate

24. Nietzsche; the roots of Fascist thought; Lithuanian Musar Movement

25. Pragmatism

26. Buber and Dialogical Philosophy; Sartre and Existentialism
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Course/Module evaluation:
End of year written/oral examination 80 %
Presentation 0 %
Participation in Tutorials 0 %
Project work 0 %
Assignments 20 %
Reports 0 %
Research project 0 %
Quizzes 0 %
Other 0 %

Additional information:

Every week the students will be required to submit an exercise in the form of a
‘term sheet' that will include the definitions of the terms presented in the classes of
the passing week. The exercises will receive a pass/fail grade only. An exercise
graded 'failed' must be resubmitted to pass. At the end of the course, a
summarizing glossary will be submitted that will include all the terms of all the
previous exercises. Submitting all the exercises without exception is a condition to
take the final exam.
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