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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
ZOHAR READINGS FOR BEGINNERS - 14100

Last update 12-08-2019

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: Jewish Thought

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Dr. Shifra Asulin

Coordinator Email: shifra.asulin@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: by appointment

Teaching Staff:
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Dr. Shifra Asulin

Course/Module description:

Introductory course to Zoharic literature - its language, symbols and ideas. The
Zohar is the most important Kabbalistic book in medieval period.
During the course we will learn the zohar's Theosophical, Mystic and Symbolic
world, scrutinize its different literary layers and meet the Kabbalistic circles from
which it emerged. We will understand its impact on the development of his
generation and later generations and will meet the research discussion about the
Zoharic literature.

Course/Module aims:

The main aim of the course is to introduce the conceptual and mythical world of
the Zohar, his special Aramaic language and his unique symbolic thought, and
provide student ability to understand the Zoharic literature and tools for reading
texts associated with it.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

On successful completion of this module students should be able to demonstrate
basic skills of reading a Zoharic text, and to understand its contents and theosophy,
to analyze the text's literary aspects and to identify its symbols and myths.

The students will be able to demonstrate an introductory understanding of
important issues and debates arising in the academic study of Zoharic literature,
and an introductory knowledge and understanding of the main themes of Zoharic
literature.

The students will be able to demonstrate skills in writing, critical thinking,
argument, reflection, oral communication and ability to work independently and in
groups

Attendance requirements(%):
100%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: The class will combine frontal
teaching and learning in society.

Course/Module Content:

page2/6



The study will include reading in zohaic texts which represent different layers of
the zoharic literature, and its various faces in terms of literary and theosophical
aspects. Through the reading we will scrutinize major themes in the Zohar's world
and research.

Required Reading:
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9. Sholem G. Major Trends in Jewish Mysticism, Schocken, New-York 1961, pp.
156-239 (Fifth and Sixth Lectures)
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36. Abrams, Kabbalistic Manuscripts and Textual Theory: Methodologies of of
Textual Scholarship and Editorial Practice in the Study of Jewish, Jerusalem - Los
Angeles, 2010, pp. 224-428 Mysticism

37. Fishbane E., The Art of Mystical Narrative, A Poetics of the Zohar, Oxford
University Pres, 2018.

38. Giller P. Reading the Zohar: The Sacred text of the Kabbalah, Oxford 2001

39. Green A. A Guide to the Zohar, Stanford University Press, 2004

40. Mopsik Charles , Sex of the Soul:The Vicissitudes of Sexual Difference in
Kabbalah, Cherub Press, 2005,

41. Sholem G. Major Trends in Jewish Mysticism, Schocken, New-York 1961, pp.
156-239 (Fifth and Sixth Lectures)

42. Wolfson E. Luminal Darkness: Imaginal Gleanings from Zoharic Literature,
Oxford 2007

43. Wolfson, E. Through a Speculum that Shines: Vision and Imagination in Medieval

Jewish Mysticism (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1994).

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 70 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 30 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %
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Additional information:
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