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HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: History of Jewish People & Contemporary Jewry

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew
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Course/Module Coordinator: Amos Goldberg
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Coordinator Office Hours: Monday 12:-13:00
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Prof. Amos Goldberg

Course/Module description:

Contrary to the prevailing image we have of it, the Warsaw Ghetto was an urban
space that included well-known municipal institutions such as cafés, hospitals,
journalism, post offices, and more. However, it was a distorted urban space,
subjected to violent attacks, somewhat disconnected from the rest of the city,
flooded with refugees, under extreme repression, experiencing sharp social and
economic tensions, and where the mortality rate became alarming. During the
seminar, we will address various aspects of urban life in the Warsaw Ghetto and the
ways in which they were experienced by its inhabitants. We will focus on the Ghetto
and the experiences it contained, not as a prelude to Treblinka, which the Germans
had not yet considered when they closed the Ghetto, but as a specific continuation
of city life.

Course/Module aims:

To learn the Warsaw Ghetto in all its human and social complexity, which is very
different from the popular image of the ghetto. To understand the Warsaw Ghetto
as a part and continuation of urban life in Warsaw, even under very violent and
oppressive conditions.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

At the end of the course:
A. Students will have broad and in-depth knowledge about the Warsaw Ghetto.
B. Students will have access to primary sources and will be able to conduct
independent research on the ghetto.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Combination of short frontal
teaching and mainly a joint discussion on primary sources and academic articles.

Course/Module Content:
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Ezra Mendelsohn, The Jews of East Central Europe Between the World Wars,
Bloomington : Indiana University Press, 1983, pp.11-32
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Szymon Rudnicki, "Jews in Poland Between the Two World Wars", Shofar: An
Interdisciplinary Journal of Jewish Studies, Volume 29, Number 3, Spring 2011, pp.
4-23

Timothy Snyder, Black Earth New York, Crown, 2015, Chapter 3
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Christopher Browning, "Nazi Ghettoization Policy", The Path to Genocide,
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992, pp. 28-56
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Amos Goldberg, “The History of the Jews in the Ghettos - a Cultural Perspective” in
Dan Stone (ed.), The Holocaust and Historical Methodology, (New York: Berghahn
publication 2012), pp. 79-100
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Jacek Leociak, Text in Face of Destruction, Warsaw: ZIH, 2004 pp. 146-158
Stanislaw Rozycki, "Cafés" in: Warsaw Ghetto: Everyday Life (edited by Katrzyna
Person), pp. 80-93
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Katarzyna Person, Warsaw Ghetto police : the Jewish Order Service during the Nazi
Occupation, Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2021. pp. 49-88

Stanislaw Adler, In the Warsaw Ghett
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Joshua Zimmermann, The Polish Underground and the Jews 1933-1945, Cambridhge
Univesity Press 2015
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Required Reading:
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Szymon Rudnicki, "Jews in Poland Between the Two World Wars", Shofar: An
Interdisciplinary Journal of Jewish Studies, Volume 29, Number 3, Spring 2011, pp.
4-23

Timothy Snyder, Black Earth New York, Crown, 2015, Chapter 3
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Christopher Browning, "Nazi Ghettoization Policy", The Path to Genocide,
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992, pp. 28-56
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Amos Goldberg, “The History of the Jews in the Ghettos - a Cultural Perspective” in
Dan Stone (ed.), The Holocaust and Historical Methodology, (New York: Berghahn
publication 2012), pp. 79-100

197 'Ma - 0maux 0"ann - 10.12
Jacek Leociak, Text in Face of Destruction, Warsaw: ZIH, 2004 pp. 146-158
Stanislaw Rozycki, "Cafés" in: Warsaw Ghetto: Everyday Life (edited by Katrzyna
Person), pp. 80-93

0'mna 'TYI - wnn 0MAUNX 0N - 17.12
.7"vn nixoan 'mni7 n'a,nim'wA 701" XI9IN Y19

["ow1an- 10an X7 - 31.12
(j7719 noro) 10an |X'7 ["OW1'211,212T712 0INY
NiNI7n 9OIX

0MTIA2UFZXN'Y DTN - 1.25.7

27i7'7'Y DTN 7 1121' )INN

[nx17 Ti7i7 7w "axiy" 0102 21727'Y 7V

owI T :D'7WI0,I¥NIN PI2DN NOI7NA A9I1'X NN NPTINN NIXVIAN (0TI, 71110 In'yy!
197.9.

10an novwn - 14.1.25

Katarzyna Person, Warsaw Ghetto police : the Jewish Order Service during the Nazi
Occupation, Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2021. pp. 49-88

Stanislaw Adler, In the Warsaw Ghett
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Joshua Zimmermann, The Polish Underground and the Jews 1933-1945, Cambridhge
Univesity Press 2015
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Additional Reading Material:
Will be given in class

Grading Scheme:
Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 90 %
Active Participation / Team Assignment 10 %

Additional information:
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