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Syllabus

Gur Hasidism: Personalities and Ideas - 13947
Last update 07-09-2017

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: history of jewish people & contemporary jewry

Academic year: 0

Semester: 2nd Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Prof. Benjamin Brown

Coordinator Email: benjamin.brown@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours:

Teaching Staff:
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Course/Module description:

Gur, the largest hasidic group in Israel, came of the Pshiskhe school, that
emphasized individual responsibility and inner "truth", but soon became a well
disciplined hasidic group, with an ethos of sexual abstinence and deep involvement
in politics. The course will follow its history against the background of changing
social reality.

Course/Module aims:

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
know Ger Hasidism

Attendance requirements(%):
0

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lectures and text reading

Course/Module Content:
1. Background: The development of Hasidism in Congress Poland
2. "Sharfkeit", "inner perfection" and individual responsibility: R. Simha Bunem of
Pshiskhe
3. "Sharfkeit", "elevation" and abstinence: R. Menahem Mend| of Kotzk
4. "I shall lead you by Torah": The Hiddushei Harim (I)
5. The conservative turn and the sprouts of politicization: Hiddushei Harim (ll)
6. Between two leaders: R. Heinekh of Aleksander and the question of hereditary
leadership
7. "Dualistic Monism" and a mild experience of divine unity: The Sfas Emes ()
8. Conservatism, Talmudic scholarship and pent-up spirituality: The Sfas Emes (1)
9. Self renewal, obedience and the politicization of Hasidism: The Imrei Emes
10. Holiness, rigidity and reconstruction: The Beis Yosroel
11. Remembering the Almighty, the Land of Israel and interior Haredi struggles: The
Lev Simhe
12. Reconciliation and rejuvenation: The Pnei Menahem
13. The holiness of the Sabbath, the greatness of the Patriarchs and the tightening
of disciplination: R. Yaa'kov Aryeh Alter, the present Gerrer Rebbe
14. A glance to the future and a perspective
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Slonim and Toldot Aharon”, Jewish History 27 (2013). Pp. 475-522

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 100 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
Final papers are subject to lecturer's approval of the topic.
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