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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

History and Hebrew Literature in the Middle Ages -
13908

Last update 05-09-2017

HU Credits: 4

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: history of jewish people & contemporary jewry

Academic year: 0

Semester: Yearly

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Prof. Ram Ben-Shalom

Coordinator Email: Ram.Ben-Shalom@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Wedensday, 14:30-16:00
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Teaching Staff:
Prof Ram Ben-Shalom

Course/Module description:

The starting point of this course is the claim to a scientific historiography and the
long debate on the essential and substantial bond between history and literature.
Writing history and writing literature are a process of communication between an
author and a reader. In this course we will explore the History-Literature discourse
through analyzing Hebrew medieval writings of various genres: Chronicles,
polemics, ethical literature and belles-lettres containing social criticism.

Course/Module aims:
1. Understanding methodological issues in analyzing medieval texts.
2. Acquisition of professional skills and tools for discussion of medieval literature
and textual hermeneutics.
3. To write a short thesis on one of the seminar's topics.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

1. Analyzing primary sources of Jewish Writings from 15th c. Western Europe.
2. To know and understand some major parts of the history of Spanish, Italian and
Provencal Jewry.
3. To illustrate key Jewish figures who acted in Western Europe; and to understand
their intellectual and cultural world.
4. To write and present a short thesis in one of the seminar's subjects.

Attendance requirements(%):
80

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture and critical reading of
primary sources.

Course/Module Content:

1. Reading and analyzing the “Letter of Jacob of Venice” (Provence, 13th c.).
2. Reading and analyzing “Even Bohan” of Qalonimus ben Qalonimus (Provence,
14th c.).
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3. Reading and analyzing “Shevet Yehudah” of Solomon ibn Verga (Spain and
Portugal, beginning of 16th c.).

4. Reading and analyzing “Megilat Ahima’az” (Italy, 11th c.)

5. Reading and analyzing "Mea'metz Koach" of Isaac Nathan (Provence, 15th c.)
6. Discussing various sources and texts such as chronicles, ethical literature and
scripture exegesis

Required Reading:
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9. R. Ben-Shalom, “The First Jewish Work on the Seven Deadly Sins and the Four
Virtues”, Mediaeval Studies, 75 (2013), pp. 205-270

10. Jeremy Cohen, A Historian in Exile: Solomon ibn Verga, Shevet Yehudah, and the

Jewish-Christian Encounter, Philadelphia 2017
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Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 10 %

Participation in Tutorials 10 %

Project work 80 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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