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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
RITUALS IN MEDIEVAL ASHKENAZ - 13860

Last update 14-10-2013

HU Credits: 4

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: Jewish History

Academic year: 1

Semester: Yearly

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Elisheva Baumgarten

Coordinator Email: elisheva.baumagarten@mail.biu.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Wed. 11-12

Teaching Staff:
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Prof Elisheva Baumgarten

Course/Module description:

This course will concentrate on life cycle and annual cycle rituals as celebrated by
medieval Jews in Ashkenaz. We will examine the use of a variety of anthropological
methods and discuss how these methods can be used to help further historical
research. The central rituals studied will be based on medieval Jewish sources but
these will be compared to Jewish rituals from other times and places and to
contemporary Christian rituals. The course will seek to introduce students
interested in all historical periods to new methods and their implications.

Course/Module aims:

Assessment and application of theories from other disciplines, especially
anthropology alongside advanced work with medieval sources, comparative history,
creation of independent research that applies the material learned in class and
demonstrates independent thinking

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
independent thinking and writing, critique of methods and sources

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: frontal, group discussions,
presentations exhibit

Course/Module Content:
life cycle and annual cycle rituals

Required Reading:
a humber of articles every week

Additional Reading Material:
supplemtental material according to need in class

Course/Module evaluation:
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End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 15 %

Project work 50 %

Assignments 35 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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