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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
Close-up on the Libyan Jewish Community - 13833

Last update 31-12-2023

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: History of Jewish People & Contemporary Jewry

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: David Gued]

Coordinator Email: david.quedj@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours:

Teaching Staff:
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Dr. David Guedj

Course/Module description:

The course will take a close look look at Libya’s Jewish community, by reading
Higgid Mordecai: The history, institutions and customs of the Jews of Libya, by
Mordecai Ha Cohen, an intellectual of the community (1856-1929). The book was
first printed in 1981, at the initiative of anthropologist Harvey Goldberg. The
discussion will run along four main axes, set to interweave with every lesson : 1.
Discussion into the history of Libya’s Jewish community through a close reading of
Higgid Mordecai; 2. Reading studies written about Libya’s Jewish community,
followed by discussions; 3. Analysis of a Jewish community in Muslim countries in
the 19th and 20th centuries in light of the Higgid Mordecai case study; 4.
Methodological discussion on Higgid Mordecai, exploring the work of the historian.

Course/Module aims:

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

By the end of the course, students will master the acquired body of knowledge and
be trained in a critical reading of studies, while reading and analyzing various
primary sources, and writing an academic historical essay.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Each lesson is set to involve a
discussion into an article and a close reading of a primary source, with students
required to prepare an article for discussion in class.

Course/Module Content:

An overview of Higgid Mordecai; outlining Libya and its Jewry; intellectual sources
and connections in Higgid Mordecai; the long history of Libya and its Jews; the
Libyan Jewry’s tongue; the structure of Libya’s Jewish community; Libya Jewry’s
customs; Jewish-Muslim relations in Libya; Jewish villagers in Libya; social and
cultural changes among Libya’s Jewry.

Required Reading:
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Harvey E. Goldberg, Cave dwellers and Citrus growers: A Jewish Community in Libya
and Israel, Cambridge 1972

Harvey E. Goldberg, Jewish Life in Muslim Libya: Rivals and Relatives, Chicago 1990
Harvey E. Goldberg, “Communal Organization of the Jews of Tripolitania During the
Late Ottoman Period”, Jewish Political Studies Review 5 (1994), pp.77-95

Harvey E. Goldberg, “The Jewish Wedding in Tripolitania. A Study in Cultural
Sources”, The Maghreb Review 3:9 (1978), pp. 1-6

Rachel Simon, “Language Change and Socio-Political Transformations: The Case of
Nineteenth- and Twentieth-Century Libyan Jews”, Jewish History 4: 1 (1989), pp.
101-121

Rachel Simon, Change within Tradition among Jewish Women in Libya, Seattle 1992
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Additional Reading Material:

Grading Scheme:

Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 60 %

Submission assignments during the semester: Exercises / Essays / Audits / Reports
/ Forum / Simulation / others 30 %

Presentation / Poster Presentation / Lecture 10 %

Additional information:
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