t
DI T MDD A

THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
Jewish Intellectuals in MENA 19-20 Centuries - 13822

Last update 29-12-2023

HU Credits: 4

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: History of Jewish People & Contemporary Jewry

Academic year: 0

Semester: Yearly

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: David Gued]

Coordinator Email: david.quedj@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours:

Teaching Staff:

pagel/4


mailto:david.guedj@mail.huji.ac.il

Dr. David Guedj

Course/Module description:

The course will take us on a journey in the footsteps Jewish men and women of
letters in Muslim Countries in the 19th and 20th centuries. These intellectuals wrote
in Hebrew, Judeo-Arabic, Ladino, Literary Arabic and European languages like
French, Spanish, Italian or English. Along the journey, we shall look into the wider
historical contexts (political, social and cultural) that precipitated the emergence of
this new class of writers. We shall open up the discussion into the different writers’
biographies, exploring the networks of cultural and intellectual relations they
sustained with colleagues locally and globally. Reading their compositions, the
worlds engaging these writers shall unfold, along with the ideologies they sought to
propagate, and the identity they strived to forge among their readers.

Course/Module aims:

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

By the end of the course, students will master the acquired body of knowledge and
be trained in a critical reading of studies, while reading and analyzing various
primary sources, and writing an academic historical essay.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Each lesson is set to involve a
discussion into an article and a close reading of a primary source, with students
required to prepare an article for discussion in class.

Course/Module Content:

Jewish communities in Muslim countries during the 19th and 20th centuries -
space, tongue and culture; the multiplicity of modernity patterns and education
tracks in Muslim countries: Haskalah (Jewish Enlightenment) , Judeo-Arabic
Enlightenment, The Nahda (Arab Enlightenment), Western Enlightenment; Hebrew-
writing intellectuals; Judeo-Arabic intellectuals; European-language writing
intellectuals: French, Spanish, Italian or English; Literary Arabic-writing intellectuals;
polyglot intellectuals.
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Abigail Jacobson, “Jews Writing in Arabic: Shimon Moyal, Nissim Malul and the Mixed
Palestinian/Eretz Israeli Locale,” in Late Ottoman Palestine: The Period of Young
Turk Rule, eds. Yuval Ben-Bassat and Eyal Ginio, London 2011, 165-182.

David Guedj, “Judeo-Arabic Popular Nonfiction in Morocco during the First Half of the
Twentieth Century,” Quest. Issues in Contemporary Jewish History, 22:2 (2022), pp.
78-108

David Guedj, “Morocco’s colonial mutation of Arab Jewishness in the 20th century,
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the case of Elie Malka,” British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, 2022, DOI:
10.1080/13530194.2022.2151416

Lital Levy, "Partitioned Pasts: Arab Jewish Intellectuals and the Case of Esther Azhari
Moyal (ed.), The Making of the Arab Intellectual: Empire, Public (1873-1948)," in
Dyala Hamzah Sphere, and the Colonial Coordinates of Selfhood, London 2012, pp.
128-163

Michelle U. Campos, Mizrah Uma'arav (East and West): a Sephardi cultural and
political project in post-Ottoman Jerusalem, Journal of Modern Jewish Studies 16:2
(2017), pp. 332-348

Moshe Behar and Zvi Ben-Dor Benite, Modern Middle Eastern Jewish Thought:
Writings on Identity, Politics, and Culture, 1893-1958, Waltham 2013, pp. XXi- XxXXiX
Orit Bashkin, “Why Did Baghdadi Jews Stop Writing to their Brethren in Mainz? -
Some Comments about the Reading Practices of Iraqi Jews in the 19th Century,” in
Philip Sadgrove (ed.), History of Printing and Publishing in the Languages and
Countries of the Middle East, Oxford 2005, pp. 95-110.

Susan Gilson Miller, “Moise Nahon and the Invention of the Modern Maghribi Jew,”
French Mediterraneans: Transnational and Imperial Histories, eds. Patricia M. E.
Lorcin and Todd Shepard, Lincoln 2016, pp. 293-319

Vitalis Danon, Ninette Of Sin Street, translated by Jane Kuntz, Stanford 2017

Additional Reading Material:

Grading Scheme:

Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 50 %
Active Participation / Team Assignment 36 %

Presentation / Poster Presentation / Lecture 14 %

Additional information:
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