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Course/Module description:

This course is the core requirement for the interdisciplinary Program for the Study
of Sephardi and Mizrahi Jews (although we also welcome students from other
programs!). The course will examine seven main themes in the academic study of
Sephardi and Mizrahi Jews through three different perspectives, involving time
period, space and methodology. In each theme we will also host a guest speaker.

Course/Module aims:
A familiarity with the main themes in the study of Sephardi and Mizrahi Jews and
the academic literature about these themes.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

In the end of the course, the students would be able to comprehend and evaluate
in their writings cutting edge research on Sephardi and Mizrahi Jews.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lectures and discussion

Course/Module Content:

Jewish spaces from the medieval to the modern periods; Jews, surrounding society
and the state; the Jewish community; questions of identity; Leadership and
communal elite; Cultural creativity; The Family; migration and immigration.

Required Reading:
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David Guedj, “Jeune Israél: Multiple Modernities of Jewish Childhood and Youth in
Morocco in the First Half of the Twentieth Century”, The Jewish Quarterly Review
112:2 (2022), 316-343.

Dotan Arad, “Being a Jew under the Mamluks: Some Coping Strategies,” in Muslim-
Jewish Relations in the Middle Islamic Period: Jews in the Ayyubid and Mamluk
Sultanates (1171-1517), ed. Stephan Conermann, Bonn 2017, 21-39.

Eve Krakowski, “Maimonides’ Menstrual Reform in Eqgypt” JOR 110 (2020) 245-289.
Eve Krakowski, Coming of Age In Medieval Egypt, Chap. 2.

Frances Malino, “Prophets in Their Own Land? Mothers and Daughters of the
Alliance Israélite Universelle,” Nashim: A Journal of Jewish Women's Studies &
Gender 3 (2000), 56-73.

Lieberman, P, “Migratory Movements throughout the Islamic Mediterranean in the
Early Islamic Centuries”, In The Fate of the Jews in the Early Islamic Near East:
Tracing the Demographic Shift from East to West, Cambridge 2022, 236-270.
Lucette Valensi, “Multicultural Visions: The Cultural Tapestry of the Jews of North
Africa,” in Cultures of the Jews: A New History, ed. D. Biale (New York, 2002),
887-931.

Marina Rustow, “The Qaraites as Sect: The Tyranny of a Construct,” in Sacha Stern,
ed., Sects and Sectarianism in Jewish History, Leiden 2011, 266-288.

Nathan Hofer, “The Ideology of Decline and the Jews of Ayyubid and Mamluk Syria,”
in Muslim-Jewish Relations in the Middle Islamic Period: Jews in the Ayyubid and
Mamluk Sultanates (1171-1517), ed. Stephan Conermann, Bonn 2017, 113-20.
Rustow, Marina. "The Genizah And Jewish Communal History", In "From a Sacred
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Source", Leiden, The Netherlands 2011.

Susan Gilson Miller, “The Mellah of Fez: reflections on the spatial turn in Moroccan
Jewish history,” in: Jewish topographies: visions of space, traditions of place, ed.
Julia Brauch, et al., Aldershot 2008, 101-118.

Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 10 %

Participation in Tutorials 20 %

Project work 70 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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