{
09U LA DTN /<

THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERLISALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

The Ba&apos;al Shem Tov and the Emergence of
Hasidism - 13763

Last update 27-08-2021

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: History of Jewish People & Contemporary Jewry

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Benjamin Brown

Coordinator Email: benjamin.brown@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: By appointment
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Teaching Staff:
Prof Benjamin Brown

Course/Module description:

In this course we will examine the emergence of Hasidism in the time of Rabbi
Israel Ba'al Shem Tov (the BESHT) and its growth into a mass movement in the
times of the Maggid of Mezeritch. As part of that we will study the scholarly
controversies about that period.

Course/Module aims:
To know the history of early Hasidism and its ideas; to identify its major figures; to
read and analyze a medium level hasidic text.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

On successful completion of this module, students should be able to read early
hasidic texts of basic level and analyze the dynamism of early Hasidism.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture and text reading

Course/Module Content:

1. Historical background; "OIld Hasidism"; the innovation of Beshtian Hasidism
2. Israel Ba'al Shem Tov (the BESHT): the man and the image
3. Israel Ba'al Shem Tov (the BESHT): the scholarly debate
4. Shivhei HaBESHT (In Praise of the Ba'al Shem Tov): Characteristics and
illustrations
5. The circle of the BESHT: Characteristics and key figures
6. Theological innovations (1): Acosmism, devekut, joy and alien thoughts
7. Theological innovation (2): Worship through corporeality, the descent of the
tzaddik and "sin for the sake of Heaven".
8. Theological innovation (3): Approach to the Halakhah, to the study of the Torah
study and to Scripture interpretation
9. The crystallization of the concept of Tzaddik: "Men of Matter" and "Men of Form"
10. The politics of the circle of the BESHT
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11. R. Dov Ber of Mezeritch (1): Rise to power and formation of a movement.

12. R. Dov Ber of Mezeritch (2): Teachings, disciples and the dissemination of the
hasidic doctrine

13. The emergence of the opposition to Hasidism; Summary and perspective
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Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 100 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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