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Teaching Staff:
Dr. Ram Ben-Shalom

Course/Module description:

The crisis of 1391 is a starting point to an investigation of the social and spiritual
challenges that Spanish Jewry’s leaders faced in the 15th century. We will
concentrate on the establishment of the society of Conversos (Anusim), on the
phenomenon of martyrdom and on the devlopement of new grammar of
conversion.

Course/Module aims:
1. To understand the scholarly discourse and the historiographical debate on the
phenomenon of martyrium (Kidush ha-Shem) in Spain and Ashkenaz.
2. Historical analysis of the emergence of Conversos' society.
3. Learning the Jewish-Conversos discourse,
4. Learning the new language of conversion.
5. Reading Hebrew medieval manuscripts from Spain.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

1. To be able to analyze primary sources of Jewish-Conversos discourse in Spain.
2. To write a short thesis on one of the seminar's subjects.
3.To know major chapters of the history of the Jews in Spain in the first half of the
fifteenth century.
4. Reading Hebrew medieval manuscripts.

Attendance requirements(%):
80

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture together with critical
reading.

Course/Module Content:
1. The riots of 1391 in Spain,
2. Martyrium and Conversion.
3. Prophit Duran.
4. Hasdai Crescas.
5. Letters and communication.
6. The formulary of Yom Tov ben Hannah, the Jewish scribe from Montalban.
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7. The new grammar of conversion.

Required Reading:
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11. H. Soloveitchik, “Religious Law and Change: The Medieval Ashkenazic Example",
AJS Review, Xl (1987), pp. 205-221

2n,0mys ., " 1ITnIN7xXN NSI7N2 NITANYAA ('Y .0'01X 7V N'TIn'A DnInr7" , jiww-1a.n .12
.21-20 'ny 27'va ,(["vn)

75 ,0myo ,"ox70xN NIXIXNT7 TDWX 2 :2"01 XM nind own izt ,noina LN .13

.34-30 'ny 27'va,(n"n)

Qini o"nn NIT7 ,(771Y) DNXE9a .0 N2, DITN 7an7 21 7an A, 7' x21710 .0 .14
.151-150 'ny 27'va ,(2"wn D'7wiNY) 7XNI7' YNAN 7V 11077 DIAXNA Y117 91N

L7 ,8 ;251-250 'ny ,(T'own X¥"n) 219y .X NITNA ,10,T, 7Ion 190,170 TN’ 121 .15
.62 'ny

,(2"own p'7winY) 7ynyy T'N NUTNNA L NN (2 AW 1227 2N (iN2a,17i1Xa0 190 ,/"'an10 .16
LAN-XN'ny N ,/nna a2 nwn 1221 and na toma axn' ;o1 'ny N

.01ax gor X7 na'N "D 121, [NdN 1 TI7TI9 . NUTAN , TON Ny ,[XIT 0'9119 .17
-onwn 'ny ,(mwn) 2"i7 10 ,''0 ," IXT OX'91197 "Tox nwyn" 190 nnTj77" ,791.7.18
.NXYN-0nvn 'nya nnTi7Nn ,NxXen

19. E. Gutwirth, “Religion and Social Criticism in Late Medieval Rousillon: An Aspect
of Profayt Duran's Activities”, Michael, XlII, (1991), pp. 135-156

20. M. Kozodoy, A Study of the Life and Works of Profiat Duran (Spain), Dissertation,

Jewish Theological Seminary, New York 2006

21. R. Ben-Shalom, "The Social Context of Apostasy among Fifteenth-Century
Spanish Jewry", in: eds. J. Cohen and M. Rosman, Rethinking European Jewish
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History, (Oxford: The Littman Library of Jewish Civilization, 2008), pp, 173-198.

22. R. Ben-Shalom, "Hasdai Crescas: Portrait of a Leader at a Time of Crisis", in ed.
J. Ray, The Jew in Medieval Iberia , Boston: Academic Studies Press, (2012), pp.
309-351

23. 17. R. Ben-Shalom, “The Converso as Subversive: Jewish Traditions or Christian
Libel?”, Journal of Jewish Studies, L (1999), pp. 259-283

24. R. Ben-Shalom, "Conflict between Jews and Converts in Aragon Following the
Persecution of 1391: New Testimonies from the Formulary of Yom Tov ben Hannah
of Montalban", Sefarad, 73 (2013), pp. 97-131

25. R. Ben-Shalom, "The Innocent Converso: Identity and Rhetoric in the ’lggeret
‘orhit Genre Following the Persecution of 1391", Hispania Judaica Bulletin, 10
(2014), pp. 55-74
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Additional Reading Material:

1. R. Ben-Shalom, "The Typology of the Converso in Isaac Abravanel’s Biblical
Exegesis", Jewish History, XXIll (2009), pp. 281-292.
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Course/Module evaluation:
End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %
Participation in Tutorials 15 %
Project work 85 %
Assignments 0 %
Reports 0 %
Research project 0 %
Quizzes 0 %
Other 0 %

Additional information:
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