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Syllabus
Rescue attempts during the Holocaust - 13594
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HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: History of Jewish People & Contemporary Jewry

Academic year: 0

Semester: 2nd Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: iael Nidam Orvieto

Coordinator Email: iael.nidam-orvieto@yadvashem.orq.il

Coordinator Office Hours: by appointment

Teaching Staff:
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Dr. lael Orvieto

Course/Module description:

the seminar will deal with rescue attempts in different countries. we will begin with
a theoretical discussion of the term "rescue" and we will look into the question-"was
it possible to rescue during the Holocaust". We will check into the different factors
that influenced rescue activities and we will compare different contexts and their
influence on the chance to rescue, both individual and collective rescue. We will
learn about rescue networks, Jewish and non-Jewish rescue attempts, in occupied
and unoccupied countries. we will analyze the issue of rescue in collective memory
and the controversies over some cases.

Course/Module aims:

To understand the complexity of the term "Rescue", to know the different forms of
rescue attempts during the Holocaust, to analyze critically, the historiography and
public discourse on the topic and different stories of rescue. To understand what
factors influenced in different countries the possibility to organize rescue of Jews in
it's different forms.
to critically analyze the issue of Jews rescuing Jews

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

To examine the complexity of the term "Rescue", in it's different forms, to
compare between the chances to organize rescue activity in different countries,
differentiate between various attempts during the Holocaust, to explain the
different factors that influenced the possibilities to organize rescue activity in
different countries, to critically analyze the issue of Jews rescuing Jews, to analyze
the different historical approaches on the topic.

Attendance requirements(%):
75%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Seminar

Course/Module Content:
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Required Reading:
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Beate Kosmala, "The rescue of Jews 1941-1945 - Resistance by Quite Ordinary
Germans", in Nazi Europe and the Final Solution, David Bankier and Yisrael Gutman
(eds), Jerusalem, Yad Vashem, 2003, 93-110.

David Engel, "Possibilities of Rescuing Polish Jewry under German Occupation and
the influence of the polish Government in Exile", in Nazi Europe and the Final
Solution, pp. 136-148.
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Hans Kirchhoff, "The Rescue of the Danish Jews in October 1943", in Nazi Europe
and the Final Solution, 539-555.
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Dalia Ofer, "Tormented Memories: the Individual and the Collective", Israel Studies,
9, 3, (2004), 137-156.
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Susan Zuccotti, "The rescue of Jews in Italy and the existence of a Papal Directive",
in Nazi Europe and the Final Solution, 519-538.
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Tec Nehama, "Altruism during World War II", in Helpers and rescuers: ethical,
psychological and religious factors, - Remembering for the Future, 1989, 542-549.

Additional Reading Material:

Grading Scheme:
Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 80 %
Active Participation / Team Assignment 20 %

Additional information:
The seminar is in collaboration with Yad Vashem, in memory of Prof. Yisrael

Gutman
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