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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
The Jewish society in the light of epigraphy - 13546

Last update 02-09-2024

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: History of Jewish People & Contemporary Jewry

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Haggai Misgav

Coordinator Email: hmisgav@agmail.com

Coordinator Office Hours:

Teaching Staff:
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Dr. Haggai Misgav

Course/Module description:

Reading of texts from the Second Temple - Mishnaic and Talmudic pesiods (from
Hellenistic to Byzantine periods), mainly from Eretz-Israel, as a background for
understanding the Jewish life.

The texts include letters, legal documents, synagogues inscriptions, magical
inscriptions, Burial inscriptions and other everyday life inscriptions.

Course/Module aims:

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Read and understand Jewish inscriptions from the period under discussion
Understand the cultural and social context of inscriptions

Draw social and cultural conclusions from the inscriptions

To express an opinion on the development of Jewish society during the period under
discussion

Attendance requirements(%):

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: reading of texts

Course/Module Content:
1. Hebrew script, Jewish script, Neo-Hebrew script and Samaritan script
2. Documents from Yeb (Elephantine)
3. Papyri from Wadi Dalieh and Avior Cave
4. Mount Gerizim inscriptions
5. Selected Documents from the Dead Sea Scrolls
6. Legal documents from the first and second centuries
7
8
9.
1

. Desert fortresses and the Great Revolt

. Tomb inscriptions and ossuary inscriptions in Jerusalem
Beit Shearim and its inscriptions

0. Synagogues and their inscriptions
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11. Incantation bowls, amulets and Jewish magic
12. Zoar tombstones inscriptions

Required Reading:

Cross F. M., The Development of the Jewish Scripts, E. Wright (ed.), The Bible and
the Ancient Near East, Essays in Honor of W. F. Albright NY 1961, pp. 133-202
Magen, Misgav & Tzfania, Mount Gerizim Excavations Vol 1, The Inscriptions ,
Jerusalem
Misgav H., "The Ostraca", in G. Vérés, Machaerus I, History, Archaeology and
Architecture of the Fortified Herodian Royal Palace and City Overlooking the Dead
Sea in Transjordan (Studium Biblicum Franciscanum, Collectio Maior 53), Milano
2013, pp. 259-277
Misgav H., J. J. Price, Jewish Inscriptions and Their Use, in S. Safrai, Z. Safrai, |.
Schwartz & P. J. Tomson (eds.), The Literature of the Sages Il, Assen 2006, pp.
461-484
Misgav H., The Inscriptions of the En-Gedi Synagogue, in Porath, Y., The Synagogue
at En-Gedi, Qedem 64 2021, pp. 83-97 (Chapter 4)

Misgav H., The List of Fast Days from the Synagogue of Rehov. IMSA 7 (2015):
14-23
Misgav H., The Ostraca, in Magen, Y. and Peleg, Y. (eds.), Back to Qumran, Final
Report (1993-2004) (JSP 18), Jerusalem 2018, pp. 431-442

Naveh & S. Shaked, Amulets and Magic Bowls, Aramaic Incantations of Late
Antiquity

Naveh J.& Shaked S., Magic Spells and Formulae, Aramaic Incantations of Late
Antiquity, Jerusalem 1993

Puech E., Ossuaires et inscriptiones, Inscriptions Funeraires, RB 90 (1983)
Rahmani L. Y., A Catalog of Jewish Ossuaries, Jerusalem 1994
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Additional Reading Material:

Cross F.M, Samaria Papyri 1, El 18 (1985) pp. 7*-17*
Misgav H., Garfinkel, I., Cornuke, R., and Matsen, R. A Late Second temple
Inscription from a Cave Complex at Abraham's House, Mount of Olives in Jerusalem:
Preliminary Publication, Ma'arav 26 1-2 2022, pp.133-143
Misgav H., Jewish-Aramaic Incantation Bowls, in: Regev, D. & Hizmi, H. (eds.), ADCA
Reports (The Antiquities Department of the Civil Administration) 1, Finds Gone
Astray, ADCA Confiscated Items, Jerusalem 2018, pp. 53-72
Misgav H., Two Jewish Tombstones from Zoar, IMSA 5 2006, pp. 35-46

Puech E., Ossuaires et inscriptiones, Inscriptions Funeraires, RB 90 (1983)
Rahmani L. Y., A Catalog of Jewish Ossuaries, Jerusalem 1994
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Grading Scheme:
Home Exam % 100

Additional information:
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