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Course/Module description:

The course will deal with the European Jewry in a formative period - the 16th-18th
centuries - between East and West. We will discuss the character of Jewish society
in Eastern and Central Europe in the early modern period: community, family, and
inter-relations with the Christian neighbours. Afterwards, we will survey several
transformations, such as the Sabbatean movement and its branches, and the
emergence of Western Sephardic Diaspora. Finally, we will deal with three
intellectual and social movements, appearing in the 18th century: Hasidic Judaism,
its opponents (the Mitnagdim), and the Jewish Haskalah (enlightement) movement,
beginning in Berlin.

Course/Module aims:
The aim of the course is to present a formative age in the history of European
Jewry - the Early Modern period.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Upon the successful completion of the course, students would have greater
familiarity and deeper understanding of the history of the Jews in Europe in this
period.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture and discussion

Course/Module Content:
The Jewish society in the Early Modern period
The Jewish community: organization, society, economy
The Jewish family
Jews and their affinities to the Christian societies
The pogroms against the Jews during the Khmelnytsky Uprising, 1648-1649 (Gzerot
tah ve-tat)
Western Sephardic Diaspora
Sabbateanism
Hasidism and Opponents (Mitnagdim)
The outset of the Jewish Haskalah
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The French Revolution and the Jews
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Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 65 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 20 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 15 %
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abstract (1 page) of a paper

Additional information:
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