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Course/Module description:

During the 19th and 20th centuries, Muslim lands experienced political, social and
cultural shifts that affected in turn the lives of Jews. These shifts reflected in the
multiple education institutions established across communities with the aim of
imparting children and youth with sets of behaviors, skills and different preferences.
The discussion into the history of these institutions, with their ideology and
curricula, sheds light on the adequate man they sought to shape. The variety of
education institutions across the Jewish communities represent the different
patterns of modernity facing Jews of Muslim lands.

Course/Module aims:

Presenting the students with the options of modernizations facing Jewish
communities across Muslim lands, through their education institutions, while
reading studies and primary sources and holding a group discussion.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

By the end of the course, students will have learnt to present and explain the
various modernization options across Jewish communities in Muslim lands, with a
comparative gaze cast on the various communities; critical reading of studies;
reading and analysis of diverse primary sources; formulating research questions.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Each class is set to involve a talk,
discussion into an essay and a close reading of a primary sources, with students
presenting the education of a given Jewish community in Muslim lands.

Course/Module Content:

Traditional education: Cheder and Yeshiva, missionary education, colonial
education, Jewish philanthropy, Alliance Israélite Universelle, Arabic education,
orthodox education, Hebrew-Zionist education.

Required Reading:
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Dario Miccoli, Histories of the Jews of Egypt: an Imagined Bourgeoisie, 1880s-1950s
, Londra, Routledge, vol. 18, pp. 61-69

Frances Malino, “Prophets in Their Own Land? Mothers and Daughters of the
Alliance Israélite Universelle,” Nashim: A Journal of Jewish Women's Studies &
Gender 3 (2000): 56-73

Jessica Marglin, “Modernizing Moroccan Jews: The AIU Alumni Association in Tangier,
1893-1913,” JOR, 101 (2011), pp. 574-603

Orit Bashkin, New Babylonians: A History of Jews in Modern Iraq, Stanford 2012,
chapter 3

Sasha Goldstein-Sabbah, Baghdadi Jewish Networks in the Age of Nationalism,
Leiden & Boston 2021, pp. 142-172

Susan Gilson Miller, “Gender and the Poetics of Emancipation: The Alliance Israélite
Universelle in Northern Morocco, 1890-1912,” in Franco-Arab Encounters: Studies in
Memory of David C. Gordon, ed. D. C. Gordon, L. C. Brown, and M. Gordon (Beirut,
1996), 229-52

Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 60 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 20 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 20 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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