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Introductory course about Jewish history and culture in the medieval lands of
Islam

Course/Module aims:
Primary acquaintance with the subject, with the research done on it and with the
available historical sources for its study

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
read, understand and discuss relevant secondary sources

Attendance requirements(%):
100%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Frontal lessons accompanied by
PowerPoint presentations

Course/Module Content:
21.3: The Jews of Islam: historiography and state of the art
11.4: The geopolitical revolution following the Muslim occupations and its impact on
the Jewish population
25.4: Islam and other religions
2.5: Muslim policy towards the occupied people
9.5: The Jewish response in law, theology and daily life
16.5: Sources for the study of the Jews under Islam: The Cairo Geniza
23.5: Legal Responsa
30.5: Persecutions and forced conversion
6.6: The Jewish family
13.6: Gender relations
20.6: Mystics and magic
27.6: Material culture.

Required Reading:

S. D. Goitein, A Mediterranean Society; The Jewish Communities of the Arab World
as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Berkeley, Los Angeles and
London, 1967-1988. vol I, pp. 1-74; vol ll, pp. 1-23, 273-402; vol. lll, pp. 1-47,
312-361; vol. IV, pp. 1-47, 150-261.
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R. L. Melammed,He said, she said:a woman teacher in twelfth-century Cairo. AJS
Review, 22,1(1997),19-35.
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Additional Reading Material:

Marina Rustaw, Heresy and the Politics of Community; The Jews of the Fatimid
Chaliphate, Ithaca and London, 2008.
Marc R. Cohen, Jewish Self Government in Medieval Eqgypt, Princeton 1980
Marc R. Cohen, Poverty and Charity in the Jewish Community of Medieval Egypt,
Princeton and Oxford, 2005.
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Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 100 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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