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HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: history of jewish people & contemporary jewry

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Prof. Yosef Yuval Tobi

Coordinator Email: yoseftobi@gmail.com

Coordinator Office Hours: By Appointment
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Teaching Staff:
Prof Yosef Tobi

Course/Module description:

Reviewing the changes that passed on the Yemenite Jews from the middle ages to
modern time as a result of geo- political developments in the area as a result of the
political vicissitudes that took place in Yemen itself. In addition, the course will
discuss in detail the relations of Yemenite Jewry with other Jewish communities
during the middle ages and until the mass immigration to the Land of Israel in the
1880’ and the 'On Eagles Wings' immediately after the establishment of the State of
Israel.

Course/Module aims:

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Be familiar with the history of the Jews of Yemen during the middle ages and in
modern time and understand the spiritual and social developments that have taken
place.

Attendance requirements(%):
75

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecturing and reading of sources

Course/Module Content:

1. (a) Introduction: the geopolitical importance of Yemen in international trade in
antiquity and during the middle ages; (b) Yemenite Jewry - from State religion in the
Kingdom of Himyar to a religious minority under Islam rule.

2. Yemeni Jews and Jewish centes in the Arab-Islamic world during the 10th-12th c.
3. Yemenite Jewry and Maimonides.

4. Yemeni Jewish isolation during Rasuli and Tahiri dynasties (mid. 13th-mid. 16th
C.).

5. The worsening of the political and social situation of the Jews of Yemen during the
Qasimi dynasty (1629 - 1872): the edict of the headgears and the expulsion to
Mawza’, religious conversion and orphans’ conversion.

6. Messianism as a social-religious phenomenon among the Jews of Yemen.
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7. Travelers, traders, and Jewish missinaries as a liaison between Yemenite Jews and
Jewish communities.

8. The return to the Yemeni tribe to the consciousness of the Jewish nation during
the 13th c.

10. The immigration to Land of Israel at the end of the 19th c. and at the beginning
of the 20th c. Messianic immigration. Indeed?

10. Dor-De’ah movement established by R. Yihyeh Qafih; the religio-cultural
uniqueness of Yemenite Jews.

11. The Jews of Yemen during Imam Yahya and Imam Ahmad (1918-1962).

12. The Jews of Yemen during the Republic (1962-)

Required Reading:
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20. Mark S. Wagner, Jews and Islamic Law in Early 20th-Century Yemen.
Bloomington-Indianapolis 2015, pp. 96-123

Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 80 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 20 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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