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Course/Module description:

This introductory course seeks to offer students a bird’s-eye view of Jewish
communities in North Africa - Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and Libya - during the 19th
and 20th centuries. The period in question saw shifts in the region which had
political, social and cultural implications for the lives of Jews. In each session, we
shall discuss an issue from a perspective of change and continuity, while looking
into the interactions of Jews with the Muslim majority and Christian minority in north
Africa, as well as with other Jewish communities in the Middle East, Europe and
America.

Course/Module aims:

Presenting processes and events - political, social and cultural - that shaped the
lives of Jewish communities in North Africa during the 19th and 20 centuries, while
reading studies and primary sources and holding group discussions.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

By the end of the course, students should be able to present and explain social
and cultural processes experience by Jewish communities in North Africa, while
drawing comparisons between the different communities - Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia
and Libya. Critical reading of studies. Reading and analyzing diverse primary
sources. Formulating research questions.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Every class shall involve a
lecture, discussion about a paper and close reading of a primary source.

Course/Module Content:

Geography and history; colonialism; the legal status of Jews; the Jewish
community: space, structure, economy; family, women and childhood; Jewish
tongues; rabbinic works; folklore; poetry: piyyut, secular poetry and women'’s
poetry; Jewish education; polyglot press; Hebrew Enlightenment Movement; the
emergence of a Francophone intellectual Elite; Judeo-Arabic popular literature;
Zionist movement, Aliya and immigration.
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22. Jessica Marglin, “Modernizing Moroccan Jews: The AlU Alumni Association in
Tangier, 1893-1913,” JOR, 101 (2011), pp. 574-603.
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26. Daniel J. Schroeter, “The shifting boundaries of Moroccan Jewish identities,”

Jewish Social Studies 15 (2008), pp. 145-164.
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Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 20 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 20 %
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Reports 0 %

Research project 60 %
Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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