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Course/Module description:

The Hasmonean state is the fulfillment of hopes for the return to Zion, but it arose
more than three hundred and fifty years after the return to Zion. The course will
deal with the independent Jewish state that existed in the second and the first
centuries BCE, the revolt that led to its establishment, the causes of the revolt, the
processes that led to the establishment of the state, its expansion and finally its fall
and Roman conquest

Course/Module aims:

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

To describe the course of events from the Hasmonean rebellion to the Roman
conquest of Judea
To explain the complexity of Jewish society and its challenges, the international
situation and the causes of events in the period
To analyze a primary source that deals with the Hasmonean state
To analyze and criticize historical research on the period
To write a small independent study on the history of the Hasmoneans

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture, Seminar, field trip

Course/Module Content:
1: Introduction
2: Heliodorus in Jerusalem
3: Persecutions and revolt
4: Judas Maccabeus
5: Rabbinic sources on the Hasmoneans
6: Field trip: Hasmonean Jerusalem
7: Jonathan: High priest and political leader
8: Simon and the establishment of the independent state
9: John Hyrcanus
10: Alexander Jannaeus
11: Sects; Diaspora Judaism
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12: the crisis between the Hasmmoneans and the Pharisees
13: Alexandra Salome
14: From Hasmoneans to Herod

Required Reading:
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Hannah M. Cotton & Michael Wérrle, 'Seleukos IV to Heliodoros: A New Dossier of
Royal Correspondence from Israel', ZPE 159 (2007), pp. 191-203

Dov Gera, 'Olympiodoros, Heliodoros and the Temples of Koile Syria and Phoinike',
ZPE 169 (2009), pp. 125-155
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D.R. Schwartz, 'Antiochus IV Epiphanes in Jerusalem', in: D Goodlatt, A Pinnick &
D.R. Schwartz (eds.), Historical Perspectives: From the Hasmoneans to Bar Kokhba
in Light of the Dead Sea Scrolls, [Proceedings of the 4th International Symposium of
the Orion Center 27-31 January 1999], Leiden-Boston-Kéln 2001, pp. 45-56
4y

73-51 'ny ,X"nwn D'7wi a0 TN A  0XIAYAN NINNT71A ,X21210-12 "2

i 7¥I NIT7IN2 07NN, 7410 (N2 ,'0"n197 161 nawa ¥nini AT 2 nnan't o 'n
76-51 'ny ,x"awn o'7vi ,(n'my 'ni 10 7'n L1921 '0o71y) Iwn nan

(201 0997 'N N2, NNIMTE YINA 7Y [7AXNA7 ATIAN ?70'X1NAYNN INN71 ' OY' 1772 'N
‘ny,T'iwn 2ax 7n 0'7wi , 1’00700 N9I17NN Y71 7V 'NIT7INT :0'X1nmenin N1 (0'211Y)
228-214

5 uyw

ro iy ,'70'N2MAwNY7 7"t 7w DON' 117’27 170 DIAINA ApA 19 01,0V T 07NN
400-381 'ny ,(2"own)

7 Ny

62-23 'ny ,n"iwn 0'7wi','001700 D71Ya N'XINAYNN ATIAY, [0 'N

‘ny ,a"ywn 07w, XINYNN N9177N2 78IV YIND 7N OV, 'N2IRYN 12, 011991 'N
195-175

8wy

87-71 'ny ,n"awn o'7win’ 1002700 071Y2 'NAIMYNNA ATIAY, [0V 'n

:9-10 Wy

41-7 'ny ,(1"apn) XO [y ,'[¥7'0N DI71101 T'ONN DIJI0IXN' ,X2D12-11 "2

D'waIN ,N7'NYyn NYa 7X¥IW NIT7IN2 0700 ,7X1IX7 ,"D'NITRA 7¥ D 7" pnxe '
213-241 'ny ,/"own 0'7vi0 ,0NX1111 ' 0DY1Y ,011997 7XNINT

7N NIT7IN2 070N, 710 02 ,'017710 [anr ' XN aTin! a2 0'on'n 7yt o 'n
98-77 'ny ,xX"iwwn 07wy ,(n'ay 'ni1n 1'n,1201 'm0oy) awin nan 'nia

page 3/4



11 nyw
342-306 'ny ,'¥1nwn n'a,01501'N
:14-12 oy

NITIANA NITaNA , 7" rn7 o1oor pa ,(nid>iy) ova i (72 ‘o :na Lt o'winen oy vaizn"t ,opati
291-255 'ny ,r'"yvn 07w, avn nian 't 7y

411-398 'ny ,'¥1unvn n'a,01501'N

7N NIT7IN2 0700 N2 ,'N'TINN NTAE NN NIT7IN2 11711 0'X1Nvnn 7In' 0 'n
151-161 'ny ,X"awn 0'7vin ,avn n'an 'na

64-5 'ny ,(2"1wn) 11 jrx ,'NINN-N2IPD '92111/00'N2 O'XINYNN , [AXY '

Additional Reading Material:
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Grading Scheme:

Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 70 %
Presentation / Poster Presentation / Lecture/ Seminar / Pro-seminar / Research
proposal 5 %

Submission assignments during the semester: Exercises / Essays / Audits / Reports
/ Forum / Simulation / others 20 %

Attendance / Participation in Field Excursion 5 %

Additional information:
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