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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
THE GREAT ALIYAH - 13141

Last update 28-09-2014

HU Credits: 4

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: Jewish History and Contemporary Jewry

Academic year: 2

Semester: Yearly

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Anat Helman

Coordinator Email: anathelman85@agmail.com

Coordinator Office Hours: Tuesdays 17:00-18:00

Teaching Staff:
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Dr. Anat Helman

Course/Module description:

Discussion of demographic, economic, geographic, political, social and cultural
aspects of the mass immigration to Israel after the founding of the state. Analysis of
secondary and primary sources, and methodological training.

Course/Module aims:
Acquiring (1) historical knowledge about the “great aliyah”, (2) understanding of
its historiography, and (3) methodological skills.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Define the main characteristics of the great aliyah and appraise its complexity.
Criticize the academic studies published on this topic. Break down the process of
writing and execute it in an orderly manner.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: The seminar is conducted as a
round-table discussion, in which all students present their conclusions of the weekly
reading portion, as well as the weekly methodological exercise. At the end of the
year a short final paper is submitted, centering the analysis of a primary source.

Course/Module Content:
State policy

Holocaust survivors

Immigration from Iraq

Immigration from Yemen

Settlement

Social gaps

Ethnic images

Absorption in the kibbutzim

Health

Education

Local leadership

Integration?

Missing home

Analysis of primary sources
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Required Reading:

Esther Meir-Glitzenstein, “Operation Magic Carpet: Constructing the Myth of the
Magical Immigration of Yemenite Jews to Israel”, Israel Studies 16/3 (2011),
149-173.

Yaron Tsur, "The Brief Career of Prosper Cohen: A Sectorial Analysis of the North
African Jewish Leadership in the Early Years of Israeli Statehood", Sephardic Jewry
and Mizrahi Jews, Peter Y. Medding (ed.), (Oxford, 2007), 66-99.

Marcos Silber “Immigrants from Poland Want to Go Back’: The politics of Return
Migration and Nation Building in 1950s Israel, Journal of Israeli History 27/2 (2008),
201-219.
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Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 80 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 20 %

Additional information:
Meeting during office hours should be pre-scheduled by email:
anathelman85@gmail.com
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