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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

HISTORIOGRAPHY IN THE SECOND TEMPLE PERIOD -
13113

Last update 31-07-2017

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: history of jewish people & contemporary jewry

Academic year: 0

Semester: 2nd Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Hannan Birenboim

Coordinator Email: hannan.birenboim@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Tuesday, 13:00-14:00
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Teaching Staff:
Dr. Hannan Birenboim

Course/Module description:

The Course describes diverse historical questions relating to the second Temple
Period, in order to understand the various problems which the academic research
deals with

Course/Module aims:

Lecturers are assigned a small group for intensive tuition in historical sources and
methods, discussing the various problems that investigation of ancient texts arises
and offering solutions

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Explain the historiographical and methodological significance of a major historical
work, and/or of the work of a major historian, and/or of a set of sources
m Relate this work, historian or sources to relevant historical issues, concepts,
dates, figures, evidence and historiographical debates
m Demonstrate an ability to engage in a critical textual analysis of the work,
historian or sources
m Acquire and apply a range of skills associated with research, writing, analysis,
argument and evaluation of sources and historiography

Attendance requirements(%):
80%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: frontal lectures, workshop
learning

Course/Module Content:
A.Josephus: Historian? Editor?
B. Historiography and the Dead Sea Scrolls
C. Josephus and Tacitus
D. Christian Historiography: The Birth of Jesus
E. Rabbinic Literature as a Historical Source
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D. R. Schwartz, 'Josephus and Nicolaus on the Pharisees'. JSJ, 14 (1983), pp. 157-171

M. Smith, 'Palestinian Judaism in the First Century', M. Davis (ed.), Israel: Its Role in
Civilization, New York 1956, pp. 74-78

Additional Reading Material:
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D. Goodblatt, 'Towards the Rehabilitation of Talmudic History', B. M. Boxer
(ed.), History of Judaism - The Next Ten Years, Chico 1981, pp. 31-44
R.L. Kalmin, 'Pharisees in Rabbinic Literature of Late Antiquity', Sidra, 24-25 (2010),

pp. 6-28
J. Neusner, From Politics to Piety: The Emergence of Pharisaic Judaism, Englewood

Cliffs 1973, pp. 45-95
J. Neusner, ‘The Use of the Later Rabbinic Evidence for the Study of First-Century

Pharisaism’, W. S. Green (ed.), Approaches to Ancient Judaism: Theory and Practice,
Michigan 1978, pp. 215-228.
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Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 80 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 10 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 10 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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