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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
Eros Romantics and Medieval Misogyny - 13060

Last update 05-09-2021

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: History of Jewish People & Contemporary Jewry

Academic year: 0

Semester: 2nd Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Prof. Ram Ben-Shalom

Coordinator Email: Ram.Ben-Shalom@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Wednesday. 14:00-16:00

Teaching Staff:
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Prof Ram Ben-Shalom

Course/Module description:

In the Middle Ages, women were marginalized and discriminated against. There is,
however, a discrepancy between the negative image of women in the male
imagination and in misogynist literature, and the social and economic reality in
which women in fact played a significant role. During the course, we will seek to
analyze this discrepancy and the inherent tension between men and women,
examining such topics as Eros, romance and marriage, as well as interaction
between the sexes in daily life and in light of practices of social exclusion.

Course/Module aims:

1. To learn and understand the men-women discourse in the period of the Middle
Ages.
2. To introduce the basic theoretical literature of feminist criticism.
3. To learn the basic analytical tools for historical interpretation of medieval texts
and genres.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

1. Analyze historical sources, such as medieval literature, responsa and notarial
documents, from the Men-Women discourse.
2. Write a short thesis on one of the seminar's topics.
3. Know the theoretical and historical discussion on Jewish women in the Middle
Ages.

Attendance requirements(%):
80

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture and critical reading

Course/Module Content:
1. The image of woman in men's literature- Haters of women versus lovers of
women.
2. The Jewish woman in the archives.
3. The Responsa literature - erotica, sex, romance and marital relations.
4. The woman in biblical exegeses.
5. Uncovering Women'’s Voices.
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20. H.R. Bloch, Medieval Misogyny and the Invention of Western Romantic Love,
Chicago 1991
21. S. Fisher and J.E. Halley, "The Lady Vanishes: The Problem of Women's Absence
in Late Medieval and Renaissance Texts", in: idem (eds.), Seeking the Woman in
Late Medieval and Renaissance Writings: Essays in Feminist Contextual Criticism,
Knoxville 1989, pp.
1-17.
22. D. Herlihy, Opera Muliebria: Women and Work in Medieval Europe, Philadelphia
1990.
23. R. Lynn Winer, Women, Wealth, and Community in Perpignan, c. 1250-1300:
Christians, Jews, and Enslaved Muslims in a Medieval Mediterranean Town,
Aldershot and Burlington 2006
24. H. Tirosh-Rothschild, "Dare to Know: Feminism and the Discipline of Jewish
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Philosophy", in: L. Davidman and S. Tenenbaum (eds.), Feminist Perspectives on
Jewish Studies, New Haven and London 1994, pp. 81-119

25. A. Melamed, "Maimonides on Women: Formless Matter or Potential Prophet", in:
A. lvry et al. (eds.), Perspectives on Jewish Tought and Mysticism, Amsterdam 1998,
pp. 99-134.

26. J.R. Baskin, "From Separation to Displacement: The Problem of Women in Sefer
Hasidim", Association of Jewish Studies Review, 19 (1994), pp. 1-18.

27. E. Baumgarten, “Remember that glorious girl’’: Jephthah’s Daughter in Medieval
Jewish Culture", JQR, 97, No. 2 (2007), pp. 180-209.

28. Y.T. Assis, "Sexual Behaiour in Medieval Hispano-Jewish Society", in; A. Rapoport

and S.J. Zipperstein (eds.), Jewish History: Essays in Honor of Chimen Abramsky,
London 1988, pp. 25-59.

Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:
End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 10 %
Participation in Tutorials 10 %
Project work 80 %
Assignments 0 %
Reports 0 %
Research project 0 %
Quizzes 0 %
Other 0 %

Additional information:
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