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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

Introduction to Early Modern Jewish History 1492-1790 -
13043

Last update 04-09-2024

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: History of Jewish People & Contemporary Jewry

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Prof. Dmitry Shumsky

Coordinator Email: dimitry.shumsky@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: By appointment
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Teaching Staff:
Prof Dimitry Shumsky

Course/Module description:

A survey of the major trends in Jewish History from the 16th century to the end of
the 18th century, covering the major communities in Europe, the Middle East, and
America.

Topics include: Major Events and Trends; Geographies and Spaces; Religion,
including new religious trends in Judaism; Institutions and Leadership; Moslem and
Christian countries and changes in the civil status of Jews; Enlightened Absolutism;
emancipation and the French and American revolutions

Course/Module aims:

The course is intended to introduce the basic themes of modernization as they
emerged in relation to Jews in various societies: including changes in the Jews' civil
status, religious institutions, economic relations, and cultural expression. Key
processes such as emancipation and the pluralization of Jewish lifestyles will be
addressed. Questions of historical theory and the emergence of a modern Jewish
historical literature will also be discussed.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Students will be able to recognize and explain key concepts such as modernity,
emancipation, community, colonialism, Orthodoxy, and Reform as these pertain to
the field of modern Jewish studies. Students will also be able to point to the
contrasts and similarities that occur when examining Jewish communities in various
parts of the world. Students will be able to relate macro-processes to specific time-
sequences and events and will be able to identify types of historical documentation.

Attendance requirements(%):
100%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lectures

Course/Module Content:
The Expulsion of the Jews from Spain and Its Consequences; Mercantilism and the
Jews; Sabbateanism; Frankism; Hassidism; Jewish Enlightenment; Enlightened
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Absolutism and the Jews; the Beginning of Emancipation Process;
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Additional Reading Material:

Grading Scheme:

Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 60 %

Submission assignments during the semester: Exercises / Essays / Audits / Reports
/ Forum / Simulation / others 40 %

Additional information:
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