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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
The Early Modern Period 1500-1850 - 13043

Last update 20-08-2017

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: history of jewish people & contemporary jewry

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Prof. Eli Lederhendler

Coordinator Email: eli.lederhendler@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Wednesday 10:30 Room 424 Contemporary Jewry

Teaching Staff:
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Prof Eli Lederhendler

Course/Module description:

A survey of the major trends in Jewish History from the 16th century to the
mid-19th century, covering the major communities in Europe, the Middle East, and
America.

Topics include: Major Events and Trends; Geographies and Spaces; Religion;
Institutions and Leadership; Women; Renegades and Apostates

Course/Module aims:

The course is intended to introduce the basic themes of modernization as they
emerged in relation to Jews in various societies: including changes in the Jews' civil
status, religious institutions, economic relations, and cultural expression. Key
processes such as emancipation and the pluralization of Jewish lifestyles will be
addressed. Questions of historical theory and the emergence of a modern Jewish
historical literature will also be discussed.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Students will be able to recognize and explain key concepts such as modernity,
emancipation, community, colonialism, Orthodoxy, and Reform as these pertain to
the field of modern Jewish studies. Students will also be able to point to the
contrasts and similarities that occur when examining Jewish communities in various
parts of the world. Students will be able to relate macro-processes to specific time-
sequences and events and will be able to identify types of historical
documentation.

Attendance requirements(%):
75%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lectures

Course/Module Content:
Topics include: Major Events and Trends; Geographies and Spaces; Religion;
Institutions and Leadership; Emancipation and Revolution.

Required Reading:
As listed in the "MOODLE" portal for the course for academic year 2017-2018.
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4. The papers for the course may be written in English or Hebrew.
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Robert Seltzer, Jewish People, Jewish Thought, chapter 10 (pp. 454-505)* [see the
note]j;
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Adam Shear, "Jews and Judaism in Early Modern Europe," chap. 6, The Cambridge
Guide to Jewish History, Religion, and Culture, ed. Judith R. Baskin and Kenneth
Seeskin, pp. 140-168.
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Benjamin Ravid, "All Ghettos Were Jewish Quarters, But Not All Jewish Quarters
Were Ghettos," Jewish Culture and History, vol. 10, nos. 2-3: 5-24;
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David Ruderman, "The Ghetto and Jewish Cultural Formation in Early Modern
Europe," in Jewish Literatures and Cultures, ed. A. Norich and Y. Eliav, pp. 117-127;
Susan G. Miller, et al., "Inscribing Minority Space in the Islamic City: The Jewish
Quarter of Fez, 1438-1912," Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, vol.
60, no. 3 (2001): 310-327.
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Atlantic Diasporas: Jews, Conversos, and Crypto-Jews in the Age of Mercantilism,
1500-1800, ed. R. Kagan and P. Morgan, pp. 3-17 (Jonathan Israel) and 18-30 (Adam
Sutcliffe).
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Andrea Schatz, "Detours in a 'Hidden Land': Samuel Romanelli's Masa be'arav,"
Jewish Studies at the Crossroads of Anthropology and History, ed. Boustan,
Kosansky, and Rustow, pp. 164-184.
Laura Liebman, Messianism, Secrecy, and Mysticism: A New Interpretation of Early
American Jewish Life, chap. 1 (pp. 25-56).
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Eli Lederhendler, American Jewry: A New History, pp. 1-38.
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Lisa Moses Leff, Sacred Bonds of Solidarity: The Rise of Jewish Internationalism in
Nineteenth-Century France, chap. 1;

Arthur Hertzberg, The French Enlightenment and the Jews, chap. 5 (pp. 78-137).*
[&eq; worth two reading summaries]
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Robert Seltzer, Jewish People, Jewish Thought, chapter 11 (513-546);
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Steven Kaplan, "A History of Beta Israel," in Michael Corinaldi, Jewish Identity: The
Case of Ethiopian Jewry, pp. 152-188
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Derek Penslar, Shylock's Children: Economics and Jewish Identity in Modern Europe,
chapter 3.
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Additional Reading Material:
see above
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Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 50 %

Reports 50 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
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