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Teaching Staff:
Prof Elisheva Baumgarten

Course/Module description:

This course examines basic sources for medieval Jewish history from multiple
genres. each unit focuses on a primary source and on articles concerning it. We will
discuss the source in the context of its writer, tradition and surroundings.

Course/Module aims:
tools for reading primary sources, writing basic papers and finding bibliography.
discussion of method.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

students willl be able to plan, structure and write a basic paper; find relevany
bibliography and express methodological concerns.

Attendance requirements(%):
100%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: discussion of sources, visual and
textual, active discussion and preparation. submission of papers and practice of
academic writing

Course/Module Content:
poetry as a historical source

legal sources

art sources

chronicles

responsa

polemic literature

comparative history

Required Reading:
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1. Christine Klapisch-Zuber, "Including Women" in eadem (ed.) A History of Women
in the West, Vol. 2, Cambridge, Mass., 1992, p. 1-14.

2. Renée Levine -Melamed, "He Said, She Said: A Woman Teacher in 12th Century
Cairo", AJS Review, 22, 1997, p. 19-36

3. S.D. Goitein, A Mediterranean Society, Vol. 2, p. 183-184, Vol. 3, p. 344-346.

4. Natalie Z. Davis, Fiction in the Archives, Stanford, 1987
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2. Jonathan Ray, "The Jew in the Text: What Medieval Charters Tell Us About
Medieval Society", Medieval Encounters 16 (2010), 243-67
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1. Louis Finklestein, Jewish Self-Government in the Middle Ages, New York, 1964 p.
15-18, 118-126, 225-232
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2. David Berger, The Jewish Christian Debate in the High Middle Ages- A Critical
Edition of Nizzahon Vetus, Philadelphia 1979
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Susan Einbinder, Beautiful Death. Jewish Poetry and Martyrdom in Medieval France,
Princeton and Oxford, 2002, chapter 5.
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1. E. Kanarfogel, Jewish Education and Society in the High Middle Ages, Detroit,
1992, p. 15-32, 101-105, 119-134. pn»j7 Da n"aya.
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3. Robert Bonfil, "How Golden was the Age of the Renaissance in Jewish
Historiography, in David Ruderman (ed.), Essential Papers on Jewish Culture in
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Renaissance and Baroque Italy, New York, 1992
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Elliott Horowitz, “The Way we Were”: Jewish Life in the Middle Ages”, Jewish History
1(1986), pp.75-90
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11639 MS .Add Library British :Miscellany Hebrew French North The no1x 71750
(London: Facsimile Editions, 2003).

Companion Volume to Edited Manuscript from Thirteenth Century France in
Facsimile, ed. by Jeremy Schonfield (London: Facsimile Editions, 2003).

G. Margaliouth, 'An Ancient llluminated Hebrew MS. at the British Museum', Jewish
Quarterly Review 17 (1905): 193-197; Jeremy Schonfield, 'Introduction', Companion
Volume, 15-24; Michel Garel, 'The Provenance of the Manuscript', ibid, 27-37;
Malachi Beit-Arié, 'The Making of the Miscellany’, ibid, 47-73.

Additional Reading Material:

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 40 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 15 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 45 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
Compulsory trip to National Library
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