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Course/Module description:

The course discusses central issues in Jewish history during the 16th to 18th
centuries. It traces economic, social, political, religious and cultural aspects of
Jewish life in Europe and elsewhere.

Course/Module aims:

While discussing central issues in modern Jewish history, the seminar also aims to
acquaint students with the methodology of historical research and with the main
characteristics of academic studies in the field.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Learn to distinguish the main academic approaches and to criticize them, to
connect specific phenomena with long term process, to summarize historical
tendencies and categorize them.

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Each week students will analyze
an academic article and present their conclusions in class. A short written
assignment will be submitted.

Course/Module Content:
Early Modern Jewry

The Protestant Reformation

Iberian Exiles in the Ottoman Empire

The Venetian Ghetto

Eastern Europe

The 1648 crisis

Sabbatean Messianism

Court Jews

The Habsburg Empire

The Hassidic Movement

Early Jewish Enlightenment

Revolution and Emancipation
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Required Reading:

Jarrett A. Carty, "Martin Luther’s Anti-Judaism and Its Political Significance",
Antisemitism Studies, 3/2 (2019), 317-342
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Frank E. Sysyn, "The Khmel'Nyts'kyi Uprising: A Characterization of the Ukrainian
Revolt", Jewish History, 17/2 (2003), 115-139
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Deborah Hertz, "The Despised Queen of Berlin Jewry, or the Life and Time of Esther
Liebmann", From Court Jews to the Rothschilds: Art, Patronage and Power,
1600-1800, Vivian B. Mann and Richard I. Cohen (eds.), (New York, 1996), pp.67-77.
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Maurice Samuels, “The Revolution Reconsidered”, in The Right to Difference: French
Universalism and the Jews (Chicago and London, 2016), 17-49, 201-206

Additional Reading Material:

David B. Ruderman, Early Modern Jewry A New Cultural History (Princeton
University Press Princeton and Oxford, 2010)
Johnathan Karp and Ada Sutcliffe, History of Judaism: The Early Modern World,
1500-1815 (Cambridge, 2018).
Jonathan Schorch, "Portmanteau Jews: Sephardim and Race in the Early Modern
Atlantic World", Jewish Culture and History, 4/2 (2001), 59-74.
Adam Teller, "The Wars in Eastern Europe, the Jews of Jerusalem, and the Rise of
Sabbateanism: The Shaping of the Jewish World in the Mid-Seventeenth Century",
Jewish History, 33 (2020), 377-402.
Kenneth Austin, The Jews and the Reformation (Yale University Press, 2020).
Emily Benichou Gottreich, Of Messiahs and Sultans: Ahabbata Zevi and Early
Modernity in Morocco”, Journal of Modern Jewish Studies, 12:2 (2013), 184-209.
Michael A. Meyer, "Modernity as a Crisis for the Jews", Modern Judaism, 9/2 (1989),
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151-164

Daniel Hershenzon, "Jews and the Early Modern Mediterranean Slave Trade", in Jews
and the Mediterranean Book, Matthias B. Lehmann and Jessica M. Marglin (eds.),
(Indiana,2020), 81-106.

Debra Kaplan, “Jews in Early Modern Europe: The Sixteenth and Seventeenth
Centuries”, History Compass 10/2 (2012), 191-206.
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Richard Cohen, Jewish Icons: Art and Society in Modern Europe (Berkeley, 1998).
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Grading Scheme:
Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 10 %
Active Participation / Team Assignment 90 %

Additional information:
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