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HU Credits: 2
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Dr. Anat Helman

Course/Module description:

The course discusses central issues in Jewish history during the 17th, 18th and
19th centuries. Using a range of historical documents, it traces economic, social,
political, religious and cultural aspects of Jewish life in Europe and elsewhere.

Course/Module aims:

While discussing central issues in modern Jewish history, the seminar also aims to
acquaint students with the methodology of historical research and with the main
characteristics of academic studies in the field.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Identify the primary sources and examine their historical context. They will learn
to distinguish the main academic approaches and to criticize them, to track relevant
research, to summarize historical tendencies and categorize them.

Attendance requirements(%):
100%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Each week the students will
analyze a primary source or review a scholarly study. A short written assignment
will be submitted at the end of the semester (see course’s site for details).

Course/Module Content:

Jews in the Early Modern Europe
The 1648 crisis
Court Jews
Communities in Morocco
Hassidic Movement
Jewish Enlightenment
Revolution and Emancipation
Communities in Yemen
Reform and Orthodoxy
The Damascus Affair
Enlightenment in Eastern Europe
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Required Reading:

2 individually traced and selected academic chapters / articles on the 1648 crisis
2 individually traced and selected academic chapters / articles on the Sabbatean
movement.

2 individually traced and selected academic chapters / articles on the Court Jews.
2 individually traced and selected academic chapters / articles on 18th century
Moroccan Jews.

2 individually traced and selected academic chapters / articles on the Besht.

2 individually traced and selected academic chapters / articles on Moses
Mendelsohn.

2 individually traced and selected academic chapters / articles on the 1782 Edict of
Toleration.

2 individually traced and selected academic chapters / articles on the Emancipation
in Revolutionary France.

2 individually traced and selected academic chapters / articles on the Jews in 19th
century Yemen.

2 individually traced and selected academic chapters / articles on the Reform /
Orthodox controversy.

2 individually traced and selected academic chapters / articles on the Damascus
Affair.

2 individually traced and selected academic chapters / articles on the
Enlightenment in Eastern Europe.

Additional Reading Material:
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Richard Cohen, Jewish Icons: Art and Society in Modern Europe (Berkeley, 1998).
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Debra Kaplan, “Jews in Early Modern Europe: The Sixteenth and Seventeenth
Centuries”, History Compass 10/2 (2012), 191-206.

Deborah Hertz, "The Despised Queen of Berlin Jewry, or the Life and Time of Esther
Liebmann", From Court Jews to the Rothschilds: Art, Patronage and Power,
1600-1800, Vivian B. Mann and Richard I. Cohen (eds.), (New York, 1996), pp.67-77.
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Emily Benichou Gottreich, Of Messiahs and Sultans: Ahabbata Zevi and Early
Modernity in Morocco”, Journal of Modern Jewish Studies, 12:2 (2013), 184-209.
Maurice Samuels, “The Revolution Reconsidered”, in The Right to Difference: French
Universalism and the Jews (Chicago and London, 2016), 17-49 + notes

Michael A. Meyer, "Modernity as a Crisis for the Jews", Modern Judaism, 9/2 (1989),
151-164
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Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 10 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %
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Quizzes 0 %
Other 90 %
weekly assignment

Additional information:
Meeting during office hours should be pre-scheduled by email:
anathelman85@gmail.com
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