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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus
INSIGHT INTO MODERN JEWISH HISTORY - 13024

Last update 16-01-2014

HU Credits: 4

Degree/Cycle: 1st degree (Bachelor)

Responsible Department: Jewish history and Contemporary Jewry

Academic year: 1

Semester: Yearly

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Anat Helman

Coordinator Email: anathelman85@agmail.com

Coordinator Office Hours: Tuesday 15:00-16:00

Teaching Staff:
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Dr. Anat Helman

Course/Module description:

The course discusses central issues in Jewish history during the 18th and 19th
centuries. Using a range of historical documents and various secondary sources, it
traces economic, social, political, religious and cultural aspects of Jewish life in
Europe and elsewhere.

Course/Module aims:

While discussing central issues in modern Jewish history, the seminar also aims to
acquaint students with the methodology of historical research and with the main
characteristics of academic studies in the field.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

Identify the primary sources and examine their historical context. They will learn
to distinguish the main academic approaches and to criticize them, to summarize
historical tendencies and categorize them.

Attendance requirements(%):
100%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Each week the students will
analyze a primary source and a secondary study. Occasionally the weekly
assignment will be submitted in writing, and at other times discussed in class
meetings. A short written assignment will be submitted at the end of the year.

Course/Module Content:
First Semester:

Introduction

Council of Four Lands

Court Jews

Citizenship?

Frankists

Hassidim

Mitnagdim

Early Jewish Enlightenment

The French Revolution and Emancipation

Reform

Orthodoxy
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Jews in Morocco
Jews in Yemen

Second Semester:
Damascus Affair
Enlightenment in Eastern Europe
Modern Anti-Semitism (2)
Jewish Art

The Crisis in Eastern Europe
Immigration to the USA

The Bund

The Zionist Movement
Herzl

Summation meetings

Required Reading:

Primary Sources:
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Deborah Hertz, "The Despised Queen of Berlin Jewry, or the Life and Time of Esther
Liebmann", From Court Jews to the Rothschilds: Art, Patronage and Power,
1600-1800, Vivian B. Mann and Richard I. Cohen (eds.), (New York, 1996), pp.67-77.

Dana Rabin, “The Jew Bill of 1753: Masculinity, Virility, and the Nation”, Eighteenth-
Century Studies 39/2 (2006), pp. 157-171.
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Omeljan Pritsak, “The Pogroms of 1881”, Harvard Ukrainian Studies, 11: 1/2 (1987),
pp. 8-43.
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Additional Reading Material:
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Hilel Levine, "Frankism as Worldly Messianism", Gershom Scholem's Major Trends in
Jewish Misticism: 50 Years Later, Peter Schafer and Joseph Dan (eds.), (Tubingen,
1993), pp.283-300.

Israel Getzler, "The Jewish Bund and the Dignity of Man", Religion, Ideology and
Nationalism in Europe and America, H. Ben-Israel (ed.), (Jerusalem, 1986),
pp.341-354.

Moshe Mishkinsky, "The Jewish Labor Movement and European Socialism",
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Richard Cohen Jewish Icons: Art and Society in Modern Europe (Berkeley, 1998).

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 0 %

Project work 0 %

Assignments 90 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 10 %

Additional information:
Meeting during office hours should be pre-scheduled by email:
anathelman85@gmail.com
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