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HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: Jewish & Comp. Folklore Prog.

Academic year: 0

Semester: 1st Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Dr. Michael Lukin

Coordinator Email: michael.lukin@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: Mondays by appointment
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Course/Module description:
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The Cinderella of the shtetl, the little golden goat bringing raisins and almonds,
Lantukh and Mondrekhay - all these and many other images have crystallized
within the Yiddish speaking cultural realm. Along with reading primary sources in
Hebrew translation and scholarly literature, we will meet the major types of Eastern
European Jewish folklore: ballad, proverb, riddle, parable, Purim-shpil, legend, fairy-
tale, etc. We will address questions such as: What makes the Yiddish laughter
culture unique? How does Yiddish folklore fit into the fabric of shtetl life and into the
regional cultural landscape? When and why was this creative corpus documented
and studied? Investigating these questions will help us hone in on an important
layer of Jewish culture and acquaint ourselves with research literature in the field.

Course/Module aims:
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Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
Critically read the scholarly literature on Yiddish verbal folklore
Analyze the extant documentation
Investigate the history of research
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Attendance requirements(%):
100
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Teaching arrangement and method of instruction:

Course/Module Content:
Laughter culture

Purim-shpil

Proverb

Riddle

Legend

Fairy Tale

History of Research

Required Reading:
Dundes, A., “Folk Ideas as Units of Worldview”, The Journal of American Folklore,
84/331, (1971), pp. 93-103. www.jstor.org/stable/539737
Gottesman, I. N., Defining the Yiddish Nation: The Jewish Folklorists of Poland,
Detroit, 2003, pp. xi-xxii. online access
GOOGLEBOOKS
Hasan-Rokem, G., “Jewish Folklore and Ethnography”, The Oxford Handbook of
Jewish Studies, (2002), 956-974
Honko L., “Methods in Folk-Narrative Research”, Ethnologia Europaea, 11(1),
(1979), pp. 6-27.
Kirshenblatt-Gimblett, B., and Wex, M., “Humor: Oral Tradition”, YIVO Encyclopedia
of Jews in Eastern Europe
(https://yivoencyclopedia.org/article.aspx/Humor/Oral _Tradition)
Rothstein, Robert A. "Riddles”, YIVO Encyclopedia of Jews in Eastern Europe.
(https://yivoencyclopedia.org/article.aspx/Riddles)
Shuman, A. and Hasan-Rokem, G. “The Poetics of Folklore”. In: Bendix, R. F. and
Hasan-Rokem, G. (eds.), Companion to Folklore, 2nd edition. Malden, 2014, pp.
55-74. online access:
https://huji-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/dmhd01/972HUJI_ ALMA512
28952680003701
Von Bernuth, R., How the Wise Men Got to Chelm : The Life and times of a Yiddish
Folk Tradition. New York, New York, 2016, pp. 43-59. online access:
https://huji-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/att40d/972HUJI_ALMA51220
767200003701
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Additional Reading Material:
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Encyclopedia of Jewish Folklore and Traditions, Raphael Patai, founding editor; Haya
Bar-Itzhak, editor. Armonk, N.Y., 2013
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Course/Module evaluation:
End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %
Participation in Tutorials 10 %
Project work 30 %
Assignments 0 %

Reports 0 %
Research project 0 %
Quizzes 0 %
Other 60 %

End of year essay

Additional information:
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