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Teaching Staff:
Prof. Hagar Salamon

Course/Module description:

Following the introductory course given in the first semester, this course surveys
prominent theoretical approaches to the study of folk culture and folklore and their
relationship to each other. In so doing, the course will examine the development of
the field and its relationship with other academic disciplines (e.q. literature,
linguistics, arts, religion studies, psychology, and anthropology). Special emphasis
will be given to Jewish folklore and Israeli folk culture, which will be studied in a
cross-cultural context.

Course/Module aims:
Familiarization with prominent theoretical approaches in the field of folklore and
folk culture.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

On successful completion of this module, students should be familiar with the
basic analytical approaches in the study of folk culture and folklore and be able to
analyze specific folk cultural expressions utilizing these different approaches.

Attendance requirements(%):
80

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: The course is based on in-class
teaching and home reading.

In addition to in-class material, the course is based on the reading of several articles
that discuss specific situations and cultures. These texts will be read throughout the
course in order to discover the way different scholars and schools of thought
present their perspectives in specific situations. Thus, the bibliographic items
represent intellectual-theoretical perspectives in folklore and folk culture research.

Course/Module Content:

The study of folk culture and folklore as an academic discipline; cosmology and
folk culture; the study of rituals; symbols and folk culture; feminism and folklore;
folklore power and subversion; Post-Structural approaches; Post-Modernism and folk
culture.
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Required Reading:
Myerhoff B., "Rites of Passage: Process and Paradox", in: V. Turner (ed.),
Celebrations, 1982, pp. 109-135.
Turner, V.- “ Symbols in African Ritual”, ib: d. Dolgin et al (eds.), Symbolic
Anthropology, N.Y. 1977, pp. 183-194.
Bilu, Y.- The Inner Limits of Cummunitas: A Covert Dimension of Pilgrimage
Experience” Ethos, 16, 1988, pp. 302-325.
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Stone, Kay.- “Things Walt Disney Never Told Us” , Women and Folklore: Images and
Genres, Farrer, C.R. (ed.), Waveland Press, 1986,pp. 42-50.
Degh, Linda.- American Folklore and the Mass Media, Indiana University Press,
1994, ch. 4 (pp. 80-109).
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Tedlock. B. - “From Participant Observation to the Observation of Participation: The
Emergence of Narrative Ethnography”, Journal of Anthropological Research 47 (1):
69-94.
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Additional Reading Material:
Nji7no

Grading Scheme:
Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 80 %
Presentation / Poster Presentation / Lecture/ Seminar / Pro-seminar / Research
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proposal 20 %

Additional information:
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