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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Syllabus

Folk Art & Israeliana in Eretz Israel (19th-20th c.)
12844

Last update 23-08-2016

HU Credits: 2

Degree/Cycle: 2nd degree (Master)

Responsible Department: jewish & comp. folklore prog.

Academic year: 0

Semester: 2nd Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Prof. Shalom Sabar

Coordinator Email: shaloms@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: By appointment
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Teaching Staff:
Prof Shalom Sabar

Course/Module description:

A thorough examination of the folk Jewish visual culture created in the land of
Israel since the times of the Old Yishuv (Sephardi and Ashkenazi) in the second half
of the 19th cent. to the early years of the State of Israel and later decades.

Course/Module aims:

Knowledge and deep understanding of the little known folk Jewish visual culture
produced in the land o Israel, vis-a-vis historical, cultural and religious ideologies of
the periods discussed.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

The ability to examine and evaluate the Jewish folk art created in the land of Israel
against the background of dramatic events and ideologies that shaped the Jewish
people since the 19th c. to the present.

Attendance requirements(%):
80%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lecture and class discussions.

Course/Module Content:

Historical and socio-cultural examination of all fields of the Jewish visual arts
created in the land of Israel from the second half of the 19th cent. to recent and
current trends in the State of Israel. A detailed list of the subjects in the section.

Required Reading:
Readings assigned from the list in the following paragraph in the course of studies.

Additional Reading Material:
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Bar-Itzhak, Haya, ed. Encyclopedia of Jewish Folklore and Traditions, 2 Vols.
Armonk, N.Y.: M.E. Sharpe, 2012.

Bialer, Y. L. Jewish Life in Art and Tradition, Jerusalem: Hechal Shlomo, 1980.
Dorson, Richard M. ed. “Material Culture: Folk Crafts, Folk Art, Folk Architecture,
Folk Costume.” In: Folklore and Folklife: An introduction, Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1972, pp. 233-323.

Glassie, Henry. The Spirit of Folk Art, New York: Harry N. Abrams, 1989.

Cohen-Grossman, Grace. Jewish Art, Southport, Conn.: Lauter Levine, 1995.

Miller, Daniel. “Artefacts and the Meaning of Things”, Companion Encyclopedia of
Anthropology, Tim Ingold (ed.) London, 1994, pp. 396-419.

Oleg Grabar, Oleg. The Meditation of Ornament, Princeton New Jersey 1995.
Sed-Rajna, Gabrielle. Jewish Art, New York: H. N. Abrams 1997.

Ungerleider, Joy. Jewish Folk Art from Biblical Days to Modern Times, New York
1986.

Yerushalmi, Y.H. Haggadah and History, Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society,
1974.
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Nir, Yeshayahu. The Bible and the Image: The History of Photography in the Holy
Land, 1839-1899, Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1985.
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Past Perfect: The Jewish Experience in Early 20th Century Postcards, Sharon
Liberman Mintz (Curator), New York: Library of the Jewish Theological Seminary of
America, 1998.
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Berger, Pamela C. The Crescent on the Temple: The Dome of the Rock as Image of
the Ancient Jewish Sanctuary, Leiden 2012.

Vilnay, Z. The Holy Land in Old Prints and Maps, Jerusalem 1965.
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Barkan, Ze'ev. Star of David Album, Jerusalem 2008.

Eder, Asher. The Star of David: An Ancient Symbol of Integration, Jerusalem 1987.
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Frankel, Ellen. The Encyclopedia of Jewish Symbols, Northvale, N.J. 1992.
Oegema, G.S. The History of the Shield of David: The Birth of a Symbol, Frankfurt
a/M, 1996.
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The Jewish Museum, London. Child's Play: Jewish Children's Books & Games from
the Past, London: The Jewish Museum, 1997.

Felton, Anton. Jewish Carpets. A History and Guide, Woodbridge, 1997.
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Ha'Tell, Aaron. Lighting the Way to Freedom: Treasured Hanukkah Menorahs of
Early Israel, Jerusalem: Devorah, 2006.

Sabar, Shalom. “From Sacred Symbol to Keychain: The Khamsa in Jewish and Israeli
Societies.” In: Jews at Home: The Domestication of Identity, ed. Simon J. Bronnetr,
London: Littman Library of Jewish Civilization, pp. 140-162.

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 30 %

Project work 55 %

Assignments 15 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %

Additional information:
Class presentation and a seminar paper.
The class includes visits to relevant collections in public museums, synagogues and
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private collections.
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