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Course/Module description:
During the course we will read various theoreticians of literature, paying special
attention to the historical development of the concept of literary theory.

Course/Module aims:
Acquaintance with central trends and theories in literary theories in the 20th
century.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:

To characterize the development of the concept of literary theory, to exemplify it
and understand it in relation to literary works, starting from the role of linguistics to
post-colonialism.

Attendance requirements(%):
100%

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Frontal lecturing, assignments
during the semester, discussion in class

Course/Module Content:

1.12/3/24 Introduction: What is the theory of literature? From Structuralism to Post-
Structuralism; Structuralism in Linguistics: Ferdinand de Saussure
2.19/3/24 Structuralism in Anthropology and Literature: Claude Lévi-Strauss
3.26/3/24 Structuralism and Literature: Roman Jakobson & Roland Barthes
4.2/4/24 (Post-)Structuralism and the Novel: Michail Bachtin and Julia Kristeva
5.9/4/24 The Reader: Wolfgang Iser, Stanley Fish
6.16/4/24 Structuralism/Post-Structuralism and Psychoanalysis: From Sigmund
Freud to Jacques Lacan

Pessach Vacation - Midterm Assignment to be handed in by 30/4/24

7.30/4/24 Deconstruction: Jacques Derrida reads Claude Lévi-Strauss

8.7/5/24 Critical Theory/Marxism: Walter Benjamin, Theodor W. Adorno, Fredric
Jameson

9.21/5/24 Poetics of Knowledge: Michel Foucault

10.28/5/24 History and Literature: Hayden White

11.4/6/24 Feminisms: From Simone de Beauvoir to Intersectionality
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12.25/6/24 Queer Theory: Essentialism versus Social Constructionism; Queer Theory
and Jewish Studies
13.30/6/24 Post- to Decolonial Theories: Edward Said and Frantz Fanon

Required Reading:
(uploaded on moodle)
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Theodor W. Adorno, On Lyric Poetry and Society, in: Notes to Literature, New York,
Columbia University Press, 2019

Julia Kristeva, Word, Dialogue and Novel, in: The Kristeva Reader, ed. Toril Moi, New
York, Columbia University Press 1986
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Fredrich Jameson, On Intepretation: Literature as a Socially Symbolic Act, in: The
Political Unconscious: Narrative as a Socially Symbolic Act, Cornell University Press,
1981, pp. 17-22; 58-102)

Additional Reading Material:
Will be on the moodle

Grading Scheme:

Essay / Project / Final Assignment / Home Exam / Referat 60 %

Active Participation / Team Assignment 10 %

Submission assignments during the semester: Exercises / Essays / Audits / Reports
/ Forum / Simulation / others 20 %

Mid-terms exams 10 %

Additional information:
* All texts will be uploaded to moodle
* Active use of the course's forum (moodle) for comments and questions

Course requirements:

- Reading the assigned texts before the class according to the schedule

- Shared reading on the platform Perusall, uploading of at least 3
comments/questions and reply to at least 2 comments by fellow students

- active participation in class

- Midterm Assignment, focusing in a creative way on one of the theories discussed
so far

- Final at home exam
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