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HU Credits: 4

Responsible Department: law

Academic year: 0

Semester: 2nd Semester

Teaching Languages: Hebrew

Campus: Mt. Scopus

Course/Module Coordinator: Benjamin Porat

Coordinator Email: benny.porat@mail.huji.ac.il

Coordinator Office Hours: by appointment

Teaching Staff:
Dr. Benny Porat

Course/Module description:
Any legal system can be analyzed using various and different approaches. In turn,
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these choices in methodology might affect the outcome of the research. Each
methodology has its own advantages as well as its disadvantages, its pros and
cons. This seminar is dedicated to reviewing the various methodologies of the
research of Jewish law.

Course/Module aims:
Exploring major research methodologies of Jewish law, while comparing them to
parallel modern legal research.

Learning outcomes - On successful completion of this module, students should be
able to:
By the end of the course students are expected to:

Identify the major research methodologies of Jewish law
Apply these methodologies to their independent own researches.

Compare the research methodologies of Jewish law with modern research
methodologies

Remember major research literature on methodology, in Jewish law and in legal
research in general

Attendance requirements(%):
100

Teaching arrangement and method of instruction: Lectures, written assignment

Course/Module Content:
1. Between Critical Research and Religious Studying

2. Dogmatic Research
3. Dogmatic-Historic Research
4. Historical Research

5. Elon-Englard's Controversy
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6. Comparative Research

7. Philosophical Research

8. Economic Analysis

9. Literature-Cultural Research

10. Judicial Biography

11. Modern Comparative Research
12. Rationale Reconstruction

13. Feminist Research

14. Jewish Law and Biblical Research
15. Jewish Law and Talmudic Research
16. Law and Religion

17. Cultural Differences between the Researcher and His Object of Study
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Hanina Ben Menahem, Is Talmudic Law a Religious Legal System [] A Provosional
Analysis 24 J. L. & Religion 379-402 (2008-2009)

Yuval Sinai, The Religious Perspective of the Judge's Role in Talmudic Law, 25 . L. &
Religion 357-378 (2009-2010)

Gad Prudovsky, Can We Ascribe to Past Thinkers Concepts They had No Linguistic
Means to Express? 36 History and Theory 15 (1997).
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Jackson B.S., Revolution in biblical law: some reflections on the role of theory in
methodology, 50 Journal of Semitic Studies 83-115 (2005).

Stone S.L., 'In Pursuit of the Counter-text: The Turn to the Jewish Legal Model in
Contemporary American Legal Theory', Harvard Law Rev. 106 (1993), 813-894.

Linda Przybyszewski, The Dilemma of Judicial Biography, or Who Cares Who is the
Great Appellate Judge? 21 Law & Soc. Inquiry 135-172 (1996)

Hanina Ben Menahem, Talmudic law: a Jurisprudential Perspective, The Cambridge
History of Judaism IV (2006) 877-898.

Haim H Cohen, The Methodology of Jewish Law: A Secularist View, 1 JLA 123-135
(1980).

Bernard S Jackson B.S., Halacha and law, The Oxford Handbook of Jewish Studies
(2002) 643-679.

Shmuel Shilo, The Contrast Between Mishpat Ivri and Halkhah, 20 Tradition 91-100
(1982).

Course/Module evaluation:

End of year written/oral examination 0 %
Presentation 0 %

Participation in Tutorials 15 %

Project work 75 %

Assignments 10 %

Reports 0 %

Research project 0 %

Quizzes 0 %

Other 0 %
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Additional information:
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