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Democracy doesn't come for free, it needs to be won and - at times - defended:
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Not only in authoritarian systems, but also in democracies, powerful interests may
capture, or try to capture the political institutions, eroding, limiting or excluding
democratic participation. In this class, we focus on protests that rock societies that
find themselves "at the edge of democracy": Those critical junctures when
authoritarian plots meet with public resistance, raising mass protests in the struggle
for a democratic future. Both protests facing authoritarian rulers or countering
democratic backsliding confront a range of characteristic challenges - notably, the
need to reach out to and mobilize large parts of society, to sustain and
institutionalize protests, to resist both counterpressure and fatigue, and to project
power in a way that can effectively threaten incumbent rulers. Drawing upon a wide
range of pro-democracy protests around the world, this class undertakes to
understand the key challenges for protest communication at the edge of
democracy, and investigate how different movements have addressed these, with
or without success. It then turns to the case of the 2023 Israeli protests against the
government's efforts at weakening the institutional system of checks and balances
by enabling governing majorities to overrule the judiciary. In several groups, we will
develop strategies for studying the communication strategies and practices of the
various groups and movements involved in the movement, and go into the field to
empirically gather new knowledge from the Israeli cae. Bringing together the new
insights and connecting them to existing scholarship on other protests, we discuss
the prospects of the Israeli pro-democracy protests, and review the implications for
the viability of effective political protest in the face of authoritarian pressure.

;070 ninon
To study the enactment of protest and activist communication in different cultural,
political and media contexts around the globe; to understand the challenges that
protest communication must meet, the different strategies for rendering protest
publicly and politically effective, as well as the influence of the socio-cultural setting
-upon available avenues for protest - with a specific emphasis on the context of pro
democracy protests at the edge of democracy; to discuss the specific successes and
failures of protest communication strategies and critically evaluate them against

the underlying goals .

NT'N7 NN

;0’72100 I'N' 0’01 TIVO , NI DUFZ 7V 101’02

- Define and productively engage the role of protest as a key concept in political
communication
- Understand the mechanisms underlying protest communication in the context of
pro-democracy protests at the edge of democracy

- Understand the conditions and contextual factors facilitating or obstructing its
success in different socio-cultural and political settings around the globe

- Critically evaluate activist and protest communication strategies regarding their
ability to meet key challenges and initiate public and political debates

- Apply the analytic perspectives discussed in the class to cases of protest
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communication

- Provide a political and ethical appraisal of concrete protest communication
strategies and understand their roles within a pluralist political debate

- Design small-scale research projects based on the class content
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lecture, assignments, class discussion :01172 AX1INN NO'Y
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BLOCK I: FOUNDATIONS

16.10.23 Protest Communication at the Edge of Democracy: Getting to Terms
23.10.23 The Visibility Challenge: Pro-Democracy Protest Communication under
Authoritarian Rule

30.10.23 The Priority Challenge: Protest Communication against Democratic
Backsliding

06.11.23 The Community Challenge: Mobilization strategies in Protest
Communication

13.11.23 The Policy Challenge: The Power(less) of Protest Communication
20.11.23 The Israeli Anti-Judicial Overhaul Protests

BLOCK Il: RESEARCH PROJECTS

27.12.23 Key Questions: What can we learn from the Israeli Protests?
04.12.23 Research Strategies: How can we study the Israeli Protests?
11.12.23 (no class: Hanukkah)

18.12.23 Studying Protest Communication in the Israeli Anti-Judicial Overhaul
Protests

25.12.23 (no class: Christmas)

01.01.24 (no class: group consultations)

08.01.24 (no class: group consultations)

15.01.24 Presentation & discussion of results

22.01.24 Presentation & discussion of results, Conclusions
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Will be specified in a more detailed syllabus handed out to class registrants.
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